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following  the  death  ©f  Dr.  Andrew  Boss*  in  January,  1947,  his  children'clfefully 
sorted  his  personal  papers,  and  retained  all  which  appeared  to  have  value.  Since 
Dr.  Boss  and  others  of  the  family  had  gathered  a  considerable  amount  of  data  hearing 
on  the  history  of  the  family,  it  seemed  an  appropriate  occasion  to  assemble  the  avail¬ 
able  data  into  connected  form.  The  statements  for  which  this  is  an  introduction  are 
the  results  of  this  assembly. 


The  geneology  charts  are  carried  back  Just  far  enough  in  each  case  so  that  Dr. 
Andrew  Boss  and  his  wife  Evaiena  with  their  brothers  and  sisters  fall  into  the  third 
generation.  The  grandparents  and  parents  of  this  third  generation  are  as  follows: 

Andrew  Boss  I  married  Jean  Nicoll,  and  one  of  their  sons  was  Andrew  Boss  II. 
William  Nisbet  married  Marshall  Burns  and  one  of  their  daughters  was  Janette  Nisbet. 
Andrew  II  and  Janette  were  the  parents  of  Andrew  Boss  III,  the  Dr.  Andrew  Boss  of  our 
memory. 


Jo si as  LaMont  married  Anna  lyier  and  one  of  their  sons  was  Samuel  LaMont.  Roger 
Smith  married  Lydia  Abies  and  they  became  the  parents  of  Fapny  M.  Smith.  Samuel  and 
fanny  were  the  parents  of  Evaiena  LaMont,  who  became  the  wife  of  Andrew  Boss  III. 


SCOPE  OF  THIS  STATEMENT 

The  preparation  of  this  statement  grew  out  of  a  desire  to  record  the  geneology 
of  Andrew  Boss  III  and  his  immediate  relatives,  end  to  record  some  few  facts  relating 
to  him  which  were  available  at  the  time.  For  more  adequate  historical  information 
about  him,  there  are  other  and  more  complete  sources. 


As  this  is  being  prepared,  there  is  being  assembled  a  memorial  fund  for  the 
purpose  of  preparing  a  biographical  statement,  to  be  released  in  book  form,  which  will 
doubtless  be  an  adequate  historical  statement. 


Records  of  the  University  of  Minnesota  provide  an  official  account  of  his 
university  career. 

Since  this  statement  was  prepared  mainly  by  the  children  of  Dr.  Andrew  Boss, 
and  since  they  wanted  a  record  of  all  their  cousins  on  both  sides,  the  effort  was 
mad©  to  include  all  descendants  of  Andrew  Boss  II,  and  of  Samuel  LaMont.  However, 
these  various  branches  of  the  family  will  not  be  equally  interested  in  all  parts  of 
this  record,  and  consequently  this  statement  is  prepared  in  these  sections: 

Introduction 

Part  1  -  Bess-Nisbst  record,  the  ancestry  of  Andrew  Boss  III. 

Fart  II  -  LaMont-Smith  record,  the  ancestry  of  Evaiena  LaMont  Boss. 

Part  III  -  Brief  history  of  the  family  life  of  Dr.  Andrew  Boss,  and  copies 
of  a  few  papers  connected  with  his  career. 


•  For  accurate  identification,  the  three  Andrew  Bosses  are  referred  to  by  number, 
Andrew  Boss  I  (1306-1867),  jmdrew  Boss  II  (1835-1897),  and  Andrew  Boss  III  (1867- 
1947).  For  convenience  and  for  quick  identification,  Andrew  Boss  III  is  frequently 
referred  to  by  Ms  title.  Dr.  Andrew  Boss. 
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SOURCES  OF  INFORMATION 

Mae  facts  on  which  these  statements  are  "based  were  obtained  from  letters, 
obituaries,  Bible  records,  and  a  few  prepared  statements,  found  among  the  papers 
of  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Andrew  Boss,  and  supplemented  by  similar  information  in  the  posses¬ 
sion  of  other  relatives.  Every  effort  was  made  to  obtain  accuracy  as  to  names,  spell¬ 
ing,  dates,  and  relationships.  Uhere  two  or  more  records  were  available  for  the  same 
item,  they  were  carefully  compared. 

|  •  '•  •  ■ 

After  preparation,  the  statements  were  referred  to  relatives  who  could  check  or 

verify  the  statements,  and  their  observations  were  considered  in  the  preparation  of 
the  final  draft,  on  both  the  Boss  and  LaMont  sides  of  the  family. 

The  original  records  on  which  the  early  information  is  based  are  in  the  posses¬ 
sion  of  members  of  the  family,  the  largest  share  being  in  the  hands  of  Mrs.  Hazel 
Boss  Cleiand,  Credit  for  saving  essential  letters  and  other  records  is  due  Andrew 
Boss  III.  He  had  carefully  saved  early  letters,  clippings,  and  other  records.  His 
father  and  mother  had  also  saved  letters,  and  when  the  old  home  at  Lake  City  was 
broken  up  after  the  death  of  his  parents,  Andrew  Bess  III,  in  sorting  the  letters  and 
papers  found  there,  kept  the  significant  ones. 

During  his  last  years,  his  niece,  Florence  Anding,  housekeeper  and  nurse  for 
Mrs.  Boss,  often  discussed  family  history  with  him,  and  made  copies  of  early  letters 
!  and  clippings  which  came  to  hand.  She  also  made  a  few  notes  of  his  statements  regard- 
-  ing  family  history.  The  careful  sorting  and  grouping  of  letters  and  papers  by  his 
three  daughters,  after  his  death,  was  an  essential  step  in  the  compilation  of  this 
record. 

Actual  assembly  of  the  material  was  largely  done  by  Spencer  Cleiand,  with  the 
aid  of  the  three  Boss  sisters  and  Florence  Anding.  Checking  of  data  and  supplying 
of  missing  items  were  done  by  correspondence  with  the  relatives.  For  information 
|  bn  any  of  this  material,  writ©  S.  B.  Cleiand,  2090  Commonwealth  Avenue,  St.  Paul  8, 

!  Minnesota. 
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PART  I.  BOSS-NISBET  RECORD 

0  Paternal  Ancestry  of  Andrew  Boss  III 

Andrew  Boss  It  the  paternal  grandfather  of  Andrew  Boss  III,  was  horn  in  Kinross, 
Scotland.  He  was  a  farmer,  an  architect,  and  a  builder.  His  father  was  William 
Boss  (h.  1760  d.  1839)  and  his  mother's  maiden  name  was  Margaret  Graham.  The  father 
of  William  Boss  was  David  Boss,  (h.  17??  d.  1789)  and  William's  mother's  madden  name 
was  Agnes  Watt. 

In  1830  Andrew  Boss  I  married  Jean  Nicoll,  daughter  of  William  and  Elizabeth 
Hicoll.  They  had  seven  children,  all  horn  at  Kinross.  Of  these  seven,  William  came 
to  the  United  States  in  1851,  Andrew  II  in  1852,  and  the  remaining  five,  with  the 
parents,  came  in  1858.  They  proceeded  to  Janesville,  Wisconsin,  and  settled  on  a 
farm  in  La  Prairie  Township,  near  Emerald  Grove,  Wisconsin. 

•Maternal  Ancestry  of  Andrew  Boss  III 

William  Nisbet,  the  maternal  grandfather  of  Andrew  Boss  III,  was  horn  at 
Kilsythe,  Scotland,  near  Glasgow.  He  was  married  three  times,  his  first  wife, 

Marshall  Burns,  being  the  mother  of  Janette,  who  became  the  mother  of  Andrew  Boss  III 
After  Marshall's  death,  William  Nisbet  married  Jean  Smart;  then  still  later,  a  third 
wife  named  Margaret.  Marshall  had  three  children:  James,  Janette,  and  Agnes.  Jean 
had  four:  Thomas,  William,  Jean,  and  Robert.  Margaret  apparently  had  no  children. 

'  ANDREW.  BOSS  II* 

Andrew  Boss  II,  born  July  6,  1835,  at  Kinross,  Scotland,  while  running  as  a 
barefoot  lad  in  Kinross,  stepped  on  a  red  hot  iron  in  the  village  smithy.  As  a  con-  j 
sequence,  he  walked  on  his  tiptoes  so  long  that  the  muscles  of  the  calf  of  his  right  ] 
leg  atrophied  resulting  in  that  leg  being  shorter  than  the  other  and  causing  a  slight 
limp  in  walking. 

Because  of  this  slight  limp,  it  was  thought  that  he  could  not  engage  in  manual 
labor  or  farm  work.  He  was,  therefore,  sent  to  school  for  the  purpose  of  preparing 
for  clerical  service.  He  gave  particular  attention  at  school  to  penmanship  and 
accounting,  finishing  as  a  double  entry  bookkeeper. 

At  the  age  of  17  years  he  came  to  America  preceded  by  his  older  brother,  Willian 
He  spent  some  time  in  New  York,  located  at  first  in  the  city  of  New  York  and  later  in 
Oneida  County  where  an  -uncle,  Andrew  Nicoll,  had  become  established  at  Cabin  Hill. 
While  in  that  vicinity  he  was  in  the  employ  of  C.  M.  Millard,  druggist,  of  Clayville 
for  two  years  (1855  to  1857)  and  of  other  business  and  merchantile  firms  prior  to 
that. 


i 


While  in  Oneida  County,  New  York,  he  became  a  member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity 
and  was  certified  as  a  Master  Mason  on  December  12,  (????  date  of  year  not  determined 

During  the  years  of  1855  to  1857,  his  father  gave  consideration  to  coming  to 
America  in  the  hope  of  acquiring  some  land  and  becoming  established  on  a  farm  at  some 
point  where  land  was  cheap.  This  may  have  been  what  prompted  Andrew  to  seek  employ¬ 
ment  in  the  west  where  opportunities  for  getting  land  were  better  than  in  New  York. 


-r  ANDREW  BOSS  III  in  1946  to  his  niece,  Florence  Anding. 


•aoUoA  Minn  ,909  to  ulh  of  AMI  at  III  280 S  It  m  -  * 
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At  any  rata,  he  set  out  from  Clayville  on  Hay  4,  1857,  with  a  letter  of  recom¬ 
mendation  from  C,  M.  Millard  to  Barrows  and  Lund  of  Janesville,  Wisconsin,  He  travel¬ 
ed  hy  way  of  Canada  calling  on  a  cousin,  William  Ramsey,  at  Toronto  on  the  way.  From 
there  he  proceeded  to  Windsor,  crossing  at  Detroit  and  from  there  to  Chicago,  He 
arrived  at  Janesville  on  May  9,  and  immediately  took  a  position  with  Barrows  and  Lund 
as  accountant.  He  continued  in  accounting  work  in  Janesville  until  1863,  While  liv¬ 
ing  at  Janesville  he  served  a  term  as  city  clerk. 

On  July  29,  1862,  he  was  married  to  Janet  Nisbet.  During  the  summer  of  1863  he 
purchased  a  160  acre  farm  in  Gillford  twsp.  (SW  l/4  of  sec.  15),  Wabasha  County, 
Minnesota,  In  the  fall  of  1863  he  with  his  wife  and  a  baby  girl  (Marshall,  born 
June  17,  1863)  moved  to  the  farm.  Their  equipment  of  household  goods  and  implements 
were  shipped  by  rail  to  Prairie  du  Chien,  Wisconsin,  From  there  the  family  and  their 
property  were  shipped  by  boat  to  Read*  s  Landing,  Minnesota,  At  that  time  this  point 
was  head  of  navigation  on  the  Mississippi,  From  there  they  traveled  by  team  to  the 
farm.  Four  horses,  two  yoke  of  oxen  and  a  family  cow  were  important  factors  in  the 
consignment.  The  oxen  were  brought  for  the  purpose  of  pulling  the  breaking  plow  in 
breaking  the  native  prairie  sod.  He  had  been  Jtold  that  horses  were  toe  fast  for  that 
duty. 

His  brother,  Alexander,  and  Mrs.  Boss’s  sister,  Agnes,  came  to  Minnesota  with 
them  and  stayed  through  the  winter,  and  perhaps  well  into  the  next  year.  The  four 
adults ,  with  the  babe  in  arms,  Marcia,  as  she  was  later  called,  spent  the  first  win¬ 
ter  in  a  14  x  24  one- story  shanty  of  two  rooms.  Potatoes  were  kept  in  a  cracked 
cistern  underneath  that  wouldn't  hold  water.  Froze  early  in  the  winter,  the  potatoes 
were  thawed  and  used  as  needed  until  spring.  During  the  next  year  an  addition  12  x  2' 
was  added  providing  a  living  room  and  two  bedrooms. 

While  there  is  no  record  to  show  it,  the  family  tradition  is  that  only  twenty 
acres  of  land  was  broken  when  the  farm  was  purchased.  The  rest  of  the  land  was 
qui ckly  broken  and  was  all  in  crop  by  1872  or  1873. 

Later,  in  1946,  Dr.  Boss  and  Florence  Anding,  while  visiting  in  Lake  City,  went 
to  the  city  library  and  were  successful  in  finding  the  hotel  register  of  the  early 
hotel  at  Lake  City.  On  this  register,  under  date  of  October  31,  1864,  Andrew  Boss 
and  family  were  registered  for  the  night.  The  hotel  records  also  reported  the  south¬ 
bound  and  northbound  boats  passing  Lake  City.  The  record  for  October  31,  1864,  show¬ 
ed  that  the  northbound  northern  Belle  had  arrived  that  day.  When  Dr.  Boss  discovered 
these  entries,  he  commented  to  Florence  that  these  facts  seemed  to  supersede  the 
statements  which  he  had  made  from  memory,  regarding  the  date  of  arrival  of  his  parent r 
William  Boss  says  that  he  thinks  the  boat  landed  at  Lake  City  and  that  they  got  off 
there.  Will  adds  that  the  first  post  office  was  Lincoln;  later,  for  a  short  time. 

Oak  Center;  then  it  was  Zumbro  Falls, 

A  further  point  regarding  Andrew  Boss  II  is  that  he  served  in  the  Minnesota 
House  of  Representatives  during  the  term  of  1871-1872.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs, 

As  to  date  when  Andrew  Boss  II  moved  to  Minnesota,  see  reference  to  this  date 
in  obituaries  of  Andrew  Boss  II  and  Mrs,  Janet  Boss,  pages  39  and  40.  Note  that  the 
two  obituaries  are  quoted  from  two  different  newspapers,  of  different  dates,  and  botb 
give  the  date  of  arrival  as  1863, 
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David  Boss 
17T7-1789 


Andrew  Boss 
1806-1867 


-Andrew  Boss 
1835-1897 


William  Boss 
1760-1839 


i 


Agnes  Watt 


Margaret  Graham 


William  Nicoll 


Boss 

family: 


jean  Nicoll  ^ 

1806-1865 


Marshall 

Jean 

Andrew 

William 

Jenny  > 

Elizabeth' 

James 

Alexander 

David 

John 

Baby  Son 


.Elizabeth 

I*"  ?"'.  ... 


*  William  Nisbet 
,  1810-1886 


^Janette  Nisbet 
1840-1905  { 

'■  i !  V  VC  *Z  *j  ;  f-  ,  •  '• 


Marshall  Burns 
^  1811-1850 


■'  IU  n-  J.  - — - - 
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JEAN  AND  ANDREW  BOSS  I  AND  THEIR  CHILDREN 


First  Generation 


Second  Generation 
Children  of  Andrew  Boss  I 

William 
b.  1832 

Elizabeth* 
b.  1833 
d.  1915 

m.  to  Laurence  Mouat  of 
Shetland  Islands 

Andrew  II 

b.  July  6,  1835  at 
Kinross,  Scotland 
d.  August  22,  1897  at 
Gillford,  Minnesota  ** 
m.  July  29,  1862  to  Janette 
Nisbet  at  Beloit,  Wisconsin 

Alexander 
b,  1838 
d.  1907 

Margaret 
b.  1841 
d.  1866 

David 

b.  1845 
d.  1909 

Jean* 

b.  1847 
d.  1927? 

m*  December  28,  1871  to 
Spencer  Safford 

John 

b.  1858? 

....  -  “  ”4*  1882 

*  Fo if  details  see  statement  at  end  of  Boss-Nisbet  record, 

**  Gillford  Township,  Wabasha  County.  The  post  office  was  Zumbro  Falls,  Minn, 


Andrew  Boss  I 

b,  1806  at  Kinross-shire, 

Scotland 

d.  1867 

m,  1830  to  Jean  Nicoll 

b,  1806,  near  Kinross 
Scotland 
d,  1865 

daughter  of  William 
and  Elizabeth  Nicoll 


Their  children  were  all  born  at 
Kinross.  Of  these  seven  children, 
William  came  to  the  United  States 
in  1851,  Andrew  in  1852,  remaining 
five  and  the  parents  in  .1858, 

Went  to  Janesville,  Wisconsin, 
settled  on  a  farm  in  La  Prairie 
Township  near  Emerald  Grove. 


«"<. .'  ■  t" 
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-  WILLIAM  AND  MARSHALL  NISBET  AMD  THEIR  CHILDREN 


First  Generation 


William  Nisbet' 

b.  June  6,  1810,  at  Kilsythe 
Scotland,  near  Glasgow 

d.  January  5,  1886 

m.  1st  wife  -  Marshall  Burns 
b,  1811 

d.  September  27,  1850 
Mother  of  James, 
Janette,  Agnes 

m.  2nd  wife  -  Jean  Smart 

b.  June  1,  1811 
d.  April  12,  1876 
Mother  of  Thomas, 
William,  Jean,  Robert 

m.  3rd  wife  -  Margaret _ 

r  d.  on  or  about 

February  2,  1887 
m«  prior  to  November 
16,  1885  (date 
when  William  made 
his  will) 


Second  Generation 
Children  of  William  Nisbet 


James  * 

b.  September  27,  1837 
d.  March  12,  1877 

a.  November  28,  1866  to 
Jane  Purvis 

b.  Kay  26,  1837 
d.  April  22,  1888 

Janette 

b.  September  11,  1840  at 
Kilseth,  Scotland 

d.  November  18,  1905  at 
Gillford,  Minnesota 
m.  July  29,  1862,  to 
Andrew  Boss  II 

Agnes  * 

b.  November  22,  1842 
d»  June  20,  1881 
m*  David  Purvis 

b.  November  22,  1830 
d.  January  6,  1880 

Thomas 

b.  January  5,  1845 
Did  not  marry 
d«  September  2,  1918 

William 

b*  February  18,  1847 
d*  August,  1849 

Jean 

b.  1849 
d.  1851 

Robert 

b.  July  19,  1854 
d*  September  2,  1918 

Was  living  in  Woonsocket,  S»D» 
in  1886 
su  Harriet 


*  For  details  see  statement  at  end  of  Boss-Mi sbet  record. 

Jane  Purvis,  who  married  James  Nisbet,  and  David  Purvis,  who  married  Agnes 
Nisbet,  were  sister  and  brother.  (Purvis  geneology,  Mrs.  Marcia  Nelthorpe, 
2536  32nd  Avenue  South,  Seattle,  Washington) 
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CHILDREN  AND  GRANDCHILDREN  OF  JANETTE  AND  ANDREW  BOSS  II 


Third,  generation 
Children  of  Andrew  Boss  II 

Marshall  (Marcia) 

b.  June  17,  1863,  at  LaPrairie,  Wise* 
d.  March  29,  1927,  at  Gillford,  Minn, 
m.  Dec.  4,  1884,  to  August  H*  Lamb 

Jean 

h.  Feh.  28,  1865,  at  Gillford,  Minn, 
d.  Nov.  29,  1944,  at  Fargo,  No.  Dak. 
in.  Nov.  7,  1901,  to  Joseph  Knight 

Andrew  III 

h.  June  3,  1867,  at  Gillford,  Minn, 
d.  Jan.  13,  1947,  at  St.  Paul,  Minn, 
m.  Dec.  15,  1891,  to  Evalena  LaMont 

Willi as 

h.  Oct.  7,  1869 

m.  Oct.  2,  1895,  to  Edna  Rider 


Fourth  Generation 
Grandchildren  of  Andrew  Boss  II 


January  21,  1872 
Oct.  29,  1873 


q  on 

April  3,  1874 
Sept.  5,  1913 

Nov.  27,  1897,  to  Edward  M. 


Anding 


James 

h.  Oct.  12,  1876 

m.  Oct.  29,  1901,  to  Media  Claflin 

Alexander 

h.  Oct.  31,  1878 

m.  Sept.  30,  1901,  to  Winnie  Torrey 


Eva 

Gertrude 

Harvey 


Allen  J. 
Percy 
Andrew 
Theodore 

Hazel 

Elna 

Mabel 


Ronald 

Harlan 


John 

Chester 


Kenneth 

Wallace 


Florence 

Roy 


Beth  Mae 
Clifford  James 


Jeanette 

Marion 

Alexander,  Jr. 

Dorothy 

Wilford 


Florence 

David 

Katherine 

Avis 


David 

b.  Aug.  6,  1881 

d.  Nov.  20,  1942,  at  Duluth 

Did  not  marry 

John  -•••-• 

b.  March  4,  1884 
d.  Oct.  26,  1918 

m.  Oct.  2,  1907,  to  Louise  F.  Koehler 

Unnamed  Son  ‘ 

b.  Oct.  15,  1885 


Jean 

Amy 

Lloyd 

Forrest 
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DESCENDANTS  OP  ANDREW  BOSS  II 

Andrew  and  Janet  Nisbet  Boss  had  eleven  children  of  whom  nine  grew  to  maturity 
light  married  and  had  a  total  of  33  children,  of  whom  31  survive  as  the  mature  gen¬ 
eration  of  today.  These  cousins  represent  a  wide  range  of  occupations  and  location 
Some  indication  of  place  and  work  are  given  in  the  record,  hut  space  and  time  do  nc 
permit  adequate  description.  Suffice  it  to  say  that  each  has  given  a  good  account 
of  himself,  in  the  particular  spot  in  which  he  lived. 

©ANDCHILD8EN  OF  ANDREW  BOSS  II  AND  TEEIR  FAMILIES 
Children  of  Marcia  Boss  Lamb: 

1*  Eva  Janet,  homemaker,  Lake  City,  Minn.,  h.  April  6,  1887.  Attended  School  of 

Agriculture,  1904-1907;  teachers*  training  course  at  Lake  City,  1911.  Rural 
school  teacher,  1911-27. 

2.  Harvey,  farmer,  Lake  City,  Minn.,  h.  Apr.  6,  1890,  m.  Nov.  11,  1913  to  Clara 

Gilbert.  Five  children;  Harold,  b.  Dec.  20,  1914;  Alfred,  b.  Aug.  2,  1915 
m.  Sept.  5,  1946,  to  Vera  Kisfeldt;  Robert,  b.  May  4,  1919;  Edith,  b.  June 
1924,  m.  Sept.  27,  1946,  to  Orville  Meyer;  Arliss,  b.  Aug.  12,  1924. 

3.  John,  Lake  City,  Minn.,  b.  Nov.  18,  1892,  m.  Oct.  16,  1920  to  Isabel  Saul. 

No  children. 

4.  Chester,  Herman,  Minn.,  Implement  Dealer  employed  by  Haney  Land  and  Insurance  C* 

b.  July  12,  1895,  attended  School  of  Agriculture.  n0  Ethel  Peterson,  Oct. 
1926.  Three  children:  Charles,  b.  Mar.  31,  1930;  Wallace,  b.  July  14,  192- 
and  Maurice,  b.  May  31,  1936. 

- 

5.  Gertrude  Dorothy,  teacher.  Lake  City  or  221-4 th  Ave.  No.,  So.  St.  Paul,  Minn. f 

b.  Feb.  17,  1900.  Graduate  of  Lake  City  High  School,  1918;  graduate  of 
Winona  State  Teachers*  College,  1924.  Attended  Univ.  of  Missoula,  Montana, 
and  St.  Cloud  Teachers*  College.  Taught  rural  school  1921-23;  Zumhrota 
1924-26;  So.  St.  Paul,  1928  to  date. 


Children  of  Jean  Boas  Knight: 

1.  Allen  Joseph,  Farmer,  Casselton,  N.  D. ,  b.  Aug.  31,  1902,  at  Galesburg,  N.  D. 

Attended  high  school  at  Page,  N.  D. ;  N»  D.  A.  C.,  Fargo,  N.  D.  m.  June  2, 
1928,  to  Gladys  Lenore  Woodbury,  b#  Feb.  10,  1903,  at  Page,  N.  D.  Five 
children!  Jeanne  Lenore,  b.  March  23,  1929;  Marian  Beulah,  h.  Dec.  16,  19 u 
Phyllis  Irene,  b.  May  9,  1932;  Joe  Lincoln,  b.  Dec.  1,  1934;  Helen  Cecile,  : 
b.  April  10,  1936.  ...  I 

2*  Alexander  Theodore,  1141  Knoll  Drive,  Monterey  Park,  California,  b.  Dec.  13,  Ilf 
at  Galesburg,  N.  D.  Attended  the  U.  of  N.  D.  2  years  and  the  U.  of  Cal.  i 
1  year.  m.  Aug.  9,  1931  to  Helen  Charlotte  Casak,  b.  June  27,  1906,  in 
New  Haven,  Conn.  Two  children:  Barbara  Claire,  b*  June  14,  1933;  Kenneth  * 
Douglas,  b.  Apr.  6,  1935.  He  is  in  the  milk  business. 

3.  Andrew,  Farmer,  GaLeburg,  N.  D.,  b.  Dec.  15,  1904.  m.  1936,  to  Louise  HornirgJ 
b.  No v.  11,  1916.  Four  children:  Ronald  E.,  b.  Dec.  18,  1936;  Donald  A.,  ' 
b.  June  27,  1939;  Janette  L. ,  b.  Apr.  26,  1941;  and  Robert  Lyle,  b.  May  25, 
1945. 
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4.  Percy,  Parmer,  Arthur,  N.  D. ,  horn  July  19*  1907*  m,  1936,  to  Lydia  Horning, 

h#  Jan,  14,  1914,  They  have  6  children^  Lloyd  G. ,  h.  Sept,  7,  1936;  Dorothy 
May,  h,  Dec,  21,  1937;  Vernon  G.^h,  Feb.  22,  1940;  Arnold  D, ,  h.  April  21, 
1942;  Dennis  Wayne,  h.  Jan,  31,  1944;  Colleen  Ann,  h0  Peh.  4,  1946, 

*  i  -.r  *  '•«  • 

Jean  Boss  Knight  had  six  step-childrens  Earl  Knight;  Ralph  Knight;'  Mrs,  Christ 
Akridge,  Grace  Slight,  Mrs,  H.  G,  Arnold,  and  Herbert,  d,  since  1928, 


Children  of  Andrew  Boss  Ills 

1,  Hazel  Vivian  ( Cl el and) ,  2090  Commonwealth  Ave,»  St.  Paul,  b.  Peb.  19,  1894, 

Graduate  of  East  High  School,  Mpls.f  and  the  Univ,  of  Minor  (H.  Ec.)  in  1518, 
m,  Alig.  28,  1919,  to  Spencer  B,  Clelandn  Ext,  Econ, ,  U,  of  Minn,  Pour  child¬ 
ren:  Robert  Andrew,  b,  Oct.  19, ^ 1920,  m,  April  7,  1945,  to  Jean  Rolfing, 

(one  child,  David  Andrew,  b.  Nov^  26,  1947);  Marjorie  Evelyn,  b,  July  19, 
1923;  Burton  James,  b»  June  10,  1925;  Lois  Faulena  (Polly),  b,  Decw  22,  1929, 

2,  Elna  Violet  (6ison),  Box  854,'Wafco,  Texas, -b.  Peb.  2,  1896,  in  St.  Paul.  Grad¬ 

uate  of  East  High  School,  Lipls.,  and  the  Univ*  of  Minn.  (H.  Ec,)  in  1919. 
m,  Nov.  18,  1922,  to  John  Ho  Olson,  Two  Harbors,  Minn.  _  TJiey  have  two 
childrens  Vivian  Jean,  b.  Sept.  28,  1923,  in  Waco,  Texas,. and  Margaret 
Prances,  b,  Kay  13,  1926,  in  Amarillo,  Texas. 

3,  Mabel -Evelyn,  4961  LaClede,  St.  Louis,  Mo,,  b.  Septlll,  1898.  Graduate  of 

Central  High  School,  St.  Paul,  and  tfye  Univ.  of  Minn.,  B.  A.  1921,  M.  A,. 

1925,  She  is  principal. of  Irving  School,  St.  Louis.  jr 

•  * 

4,  Kenneth  Andrei,  i515«N.  Pascal  Ave.,  St.  Paul,1  b.* 'Sept.  25r  1903.  Graduate  of 

Mechanic  Arts  High  School, 'St. -Paul,  and  attended  the  Univ.  of  Minn, 
m.  Margaret  Douglass  Sept.  4, "1926,  and  they  have  two  children:  Andrew 
Douglass,  b.  June  12,  1933,  "fend  Elizabeth  Louise,- b.  June  7,  1929.  He  is 
Plant  Manager  of  the  Mutual  Dealers  Wholesale,  Inc.,  St.  Paul. 

5,  Wallace  LaMont,’ 2168.  Stafford,  St.  Paul,  b.'Oct;  31,  1905.  Graduate  of  Univer¬ 

sity  High  School,  Kpls. ,  and  the  Un,iv.  of* Minn.,- -in  i928.  m.  Charlotte  Wellr 
July  20,  1929,  and  they  have  three  children:  Wallace  Andrew,  b.  May  10,*' 
1932;  Garrett  Wells,  b.  July  22,  1934;  and  Janet  . Charlotte,  b.  Oct.  26,  1938. 
He  is  vice-president  of  the  First  Rational  Bank,  St.  Paul. 


Children  of  William  Boss;  *  '  v’ 

*■  .  *  »  V 

1.  Ronald  W. ,  1440  Hythe-St.’,  St*.  Paul,  b.  Oct.  20,  1899.  Graduate  of  Central 

High  School,  St.  Paul,  and  the  Univ.  of  Minn.,,  (mech.  eng.)  1925.  m.  Aug.  2', 
1925,  to  Mary  Douglas.  One  daughter,  Nancy,  b.<  Dec.  .2.9,  1929.  With  his 
father  .and  brother  Harlan,  he  owns  and  operate?  the 'Specialty. Manufacturing 
Company,  'SW  Paul,  apd  the  Boss  Foundry,  Inc.,  Baypott'i  Minn..  Vice-president 
.•  and  general  manager  of  both. 

*  '  ......  ,  /  •  >■  4  - 

2.  Harlan  David,  1439  Raymond  Ave.,  St*  Paul,  b.  July ’  13,  .  19p.8j  in  St.  Paul,  Minn. 

Graduate  of  Mechanic  Arts  kigh  School,  St. ..Paul,  and  the  Univ.  of  Minn., 
(interior  architecture),  1932.  U.  S.  Army,.  1942-45.  .•  Total  military  service 
1  years,  including  foreign  service  of, one  year,  four  months,  and  twenty 
days.  He  is  an  interior  architect  and  designer.  Secretary  and  treasurer  oi 
Specialty  Manufacturing  Company  and  The  Boas  Foundry. 

*/T 
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Children  of  Elizabeth  Bo 3 a  Anding: 

'•  •  •••'• 

1.  Florence,  1439  Raymond  Ave.,  St.  Paul,  hr  July -29,  1898.  She  is  a  nurse. 

•  ’  * 

'  2.  Roy  Edward,  Forreston,  Mirni.,  h.  October  2,  1908.  m.  Oct.  31,  1941,  to  Eloise 
•  :  '  Marian  Nystrom,  b.  Oct.  14,  1920.  Three  children:  Maurice  William, 

s  '  hr  June  20,  1942,  and  Thomas  Eugene  and  Timothy  Edward,  twins,  b«  Apr.  18, 
1947. 


Children  of  James  Boss: 

1,  Beth  Mae,  Minneapolis,  h.  Nov.  29,  1903,  in  Gilford  township.  Attended  Lake 
City'Eigh  School  and  State  Teachers1  College,  m.  May  29,.  1928,  to  Eoward 
Ray  Gilbert,  b.  Feb.  27,  1904.  Two  children:  Beverly  Jean,  b.  Aug.  23, 
1930,  and  Barbara  Arm,  b.  Aug.  15,  1935.  Husband  is  a  public  accountant, 
employed  by  the  firm  of  Strand  and  Roe,  Minneapolis. 

2*  Clifford  James,  Dawson,  Minnesota,  b.  Nov*  20,  1907,  in  Gilford  Township. 

Attended  Lake  City  High  School  and  Minnesota  School  of  Agriculture.  ,  j 

m.  May  6,  1933*  to  Velta  Schwartz,  b.  Aag.  1,  1905.  Two  children:  James 
Martin,  b.  Nov.  7,  1933,  and  Jeffery  Clifford,  b.  Aug.  11,  1941.  He  is 
state  Livestock  Weigher. 

Children  of  Alexander  Boss: 

1.  Jeanette  Winifred,  Tualatin,  Oregon*  b*  May  10,  1902*  m.  Jan.  12,  1921,  to 

Hurley  A.  Turnbull.  Three  children:  Jeanette  Winifred,  b«  May  23,  1933; 
Ruth  Elizabeth,  b.  Apr.  5,  1939f  Hatricia  Aim,  b.  March  16,  1944* 

2.  Marian  Madeline,  Hubbard,  Oregon,- b.  Nov.  22,  1904.  m.  May  7,  1927,  to  Curtis 

Xr.  Slade.  One  son,  Harley  Addison,  b.  Feb.  10,  1928.  Divorced  1935. 
su  June  27,  1942,  to  Frank  W.  Anderson.  No  children. 

3.  Alexander,  Junior,  b.  Sept.  26,  1906,  d.  Oct.  31,  1946.  m.  to  Marie 

Swarthout,  ’divorced  •  a.  to  Josephine  Folmer,  divorced  Feb. 

1945.  (One  son,  Alec  Melvin,  b.  Mar.  27,  1941.)  m.  Oct.  31,  1945,  to  Edna 
V.-  Taylor.  (One  son,  Gerald  Alexander,  b.  Dec.  31,  1946.) 

4.  Dorothy  Esther,  Seaside,  Oregon,  b.  Apr.  1909.  m.  1927  to  Lloyd,  Stearns. 

On©  daughter,  JoAnn  Daryl e,  b.  Sept.  5,  1931. 

5.  Wilford  Torrey,  b.  Oct.  20,  1913;  d.  Nov.  9,  1931. 

6.  Florence  Elizabeth,  Beaver,  Oregon,  b.  Oct.  24,  1916.  m.  May  4,  1939,  to  John 

.  W.  Barcroft.  Four  children:  Judith  Lee,  b.  Dec.  15,  1939;  John  W.  Ill, 
h.  Mar.  17,  1941;  David  James,  b.  June  14,  1943;  Gal©  Clement,  b.  March-  * 

1946.  *  -  •  / 

7.  David  John,  Newberg,  Oregon,  b.  June  10,  1919.  m.  Oct.  1,  1941,  to  Vernice 

McCumber.  No  children.  -  ■ 

8.  Katherine  Priscilla,  Newberg,  Oregon,  b.  April  4,  1922.  m.  Sept.  10,  1S43, 

to  Stanley  Burton  Larson.  Two  children:  John  Stanley,  b#  July  9,  1944; 
Donald  Richard,  b.  Dec.  24,  1945. 

9.  Avis  Patricia,  Newberg  Oregon,  b.  Oct.  19,  1924.  m.  June  20,  1947,  to  Robert 

J.  Smith. 
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Children  of  John  Boses 

1,  Jean  Louisa,  b.  Aug.  20,  1908.  Graduate  of  Lake  City  High  School,  1927,  and 
Lake  City  Teachers’  Training  Course,  1928.  m.  Roy  Hordine,  gardener  and 
landscape  architect,  Sept.  16,  1933.  Present  address:  Lisle,  Illinois, 
where  Roy  is  propagator  at  Morton  Arboretum.  Children:  Dale  (adopted) 
b,  Dec.  13,  1937;  Jimmy  (adopted)  b.  Feb.  12,  1942. 

2#  Amy  Jannette,  5436  N.  38th  St. ,  Milwaukee,  Wise.,  b.  Jan.  10,  1910.  Graduate 
of  Lake  City  High  School,  1927.  m.  Oct.  25,  1930,  to  Stanley  Hanson, 
decorator.  Four  children:  Virginia,  b.  Nov.  4,  1931;  Emmett,  b.  May  25, 
1934;  John,  b.  Sept.  7,  1937;  and  Jane,  b.  Oct.  27,  1944. 

3.  Lloyd  John,  Lake  City,  Minn.,  bulk  agent  for  Phillips  66  Co.,  b.  May  21,  1911. 
Graduate  of  Lake  City  High  School,  1929.  Attended  Univ.  of  Minn.  U.  S. 
Armed  Services,  July  9,  1943,  to  Feb.  5,  1946.  Eight  months  overseas. 

Rank.,  1st  sergeant,  m,  Kathryn  Jacobs,  Dec.  5,  1941.  One  child,  Kathleen, 
b.  May  13,  1946. 

4®  Forrest  David,  Lake  City,  b.  May  21,  1913.  Graduate  of  Lake  City  High  School, 
1932.  Attended  Winona  State  Teachers’  College*  m.  Dorothy  Kalkbrenner, 
Dec.  27,  1937.  One  child,  Donnis  Louise,  b,  July  16,  1942,  He  is  a  mill¬ 
wright.  Operates  a  store  at  Lake  City,  "Boss  Sporting  Goods  and  Repair 
Shop." 


The  following  records  of  comparatively  distant  relatives  of  the  Boss-Nisbet 
family  were  available,  and  are  accordingly  included. 


FAMILY  OF  ELIZABETH  BOSS  MOUAT 


(Daughter  of  Andrew  Boss  I) 


2nd  generation 


3rd  generation 


Elisabeth  Boss,  b.  1833,  d.  1915, 


Laurence-  Denver,  Colo.  m.  Emilia 
Maginnis,  one  daughter,  Laurene, 
a,  Harry  A.  Adams,  17  Center  St., 
.  Collinsville,  Conn. 


m»  Lawrence  Kouat,  native  of  the 
Shetland  Islands.  Address:  4313 
Maple  Ave.,  Rogers  Park,  Chicago* 


Jennie,  m.  Fred  Ausey 


Andrew,  Jr 


or# j  m *  Lictrie 

McCleland,  Chicago. 


m,  Marie  Elizabeth 


Roblna,  m.  George  Harvey  Bliss 


ellx  a  .2  •o..  O  I  -tar.  x  »J 
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FAMILY  OF  JEAN  BOSS  SAFFOHL 
(Daughter  of  Andrew  Boss  I) 


2nd  generation 


Jean  Boss,  h.  1847,  d.  1927  (?), 

m.  Dec.  24,  1871,  to  Spencer  Safford. 


3rd  generation 

?  •  i 

SsSQCLf  m,  0.  E.  Haziett,  Emporia,  Kansas, 
One  son,  Safford  17.  Haziett,  Kansas 

Hattie,  m.  Virgil  Oshome,  Kansas 

Ella 

Eugene,  m.  Verna  Weidlein.  Two  childreu. 
Edward  Spencer  Safford,  and  Dorotny 
Jean  Safford. 


FAMILY  OP,' JAMES  NISBET 
(Son  of  William  Hi  she t) 


2nd  generation 


James  Hi  she t,  h.  Sept.  27,  1837, 
d.  March  12,  1877.  m.  Nov.  28, 
1866  to  Jane  Purvis. 


3rd  generation 
Susan,  h.  1871,  m.  Mentzer. 
William,  h.  1874. 

Marcia,  h.  1875,  m.  Nelthorpe 


FAMILY  OF  AGNES  NISBET  PURVIS 
(daughter  of  William  Nishet) 


2nd  generation 


3rd  generation 


Agnes  Nishet  Purvis,  h.  Nov.  22, 
1842,  m.  David  Purvis 


David,  under  21  on  Mar.  15,  1888. 


■■  ■  .■ 
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PARI  II.  LAMONT- SMITH  RECORD 


Paternal  ancestry  of  Evalena  LaMont  Boss 

Josias  LaMont,  Evalena*  s  grandfather,  was  horn  in  Coluribia  County,  New  York, 
While  still  rather  a  young  man,  he  moved,  to  Schoharie  County,  New  York,  and  in  1815 
to  Gaines,  (Orleans  County).  He  located  on  lot  14  in  the  east  part  of  the  town 
where  he  remained  until  his  death. 

Josias*  father  was  Archibald  LaMont  (b.  1734,  d.  April  24,  1795).  Archibald 
had  two  brothers,  John  and  Robert.  These  three,  with  their  mother  came  from 
Coleraine,  County  Antrim,  North  Ireland,  about  174&-50.  They  settled  in  North 
Hillsdale,  Columbia  County,  New  York.  Archibald  married  at  age  60,  his  wife's 
maiden  name  being  Abiah  Smith. 

Josias  was  one  of  several  children,  but  no  record  of  the  others  is  available. 

On  March  9,  1802,  Josias  was  married  to  Anna  Tyler  (b.  Jan.  25,  1785, 
d.  1864).  Major  Tyler,  father  of  Anna,  and  Major's  father,  John  Tyler,  both  fought 
in  the  Revolutionary  War. 

The  following  statement  regarding  Samuel  LaMont  is  from  "Illustrated  Historical 
Atlas,  State  of  Minnesota,  1874."  It  was  contributed  by  Winifred  Boettcher. 

"Samuel  LaMont  was  born  in  New  Orleans,  N.  Y. ,  March  2,  1815.  His  parents  were 
poor.  They  moved  into  that  county  in  its  early  days.  His  advantages  for  education 
were  very  limited.  He  worked  on  the  farm  with  his  father  until  he  was  of  age,  going 
to  school  in  the  winter.  When  he  became  of  age  he  worked  on  a  farm  by  the  month  and 
obtained  means  to  attend  school.  In  the  winter  of  1836-37  he  entered  the  academy 
of  Brookport,  N.  Y.  and  remained  for  nine  months.  He  then  returned  home  again,  and 
rented  his  father's  farm,  and  worked  it  for  7  years.  In  1840  he  was  married.  In 
1842  his  wife  died.  In  1844  he  married  his  second  wife.  In  1845  he  left  his  father 
farm  and  moved  his  family  to  the  town  of  Barrie,  N.  Y.  and  bought  a  farm.  The  fall 
of  the  same  year  he  sold  out  not  realizing  much  in  trade.  In  the  spring  of  1846, 
he  emigrated  to  Wisconsin  and  bought  a  farm  in  a  new  and  unsettled  country,  among 
the  Indians  and  not  a  white  man  within  six  miles  of  him.  The  Indians  were  very 
quiet,  and  of  a  good  disposition,  and  friendly,  often  coming  to  him  to  sell  them 
fish  and  venison.  He  was  in  very  moderate  circumstances,  but  comfortable.  He  com¬ 
menced  breaking  up  his  farm,  built  a  log  cabin,  and  with  a  strong  arm  and  strict 
economy  and  industry,  has  cleared  up  80  acres  of  land.  In  1855  he  built  a  good 
frame  house.  He  was  elected  Justice  of  the  Peace  the  same  year.  Cultivating  his 
farm  for  11  years,  suffering  all  the  inconveniences  of  the  pioneer,  he  succeeded  in 
his  efforts*  In  the  spring  of  1857  he  rented  his  farm  and  moved  to  the  village  of 
Princeton  and  opened  a  justice's  office,  which  he  kept  for  two  years,  and  then  en¬ 
gaged  in  stock  dealing,  in  which  he  was  very  successful.  In  the  spring  of  1860  he 
sold  his  farm  in  Wisconsin  for  $2,000  and  moved  to  Minnesota.  The  next  spring  he 
bought  a  farm  in  the  township  of  Hyde  Park,  and  now  has  a  very  good  house  and  good 
barn,  situated  on  a  beautiful  elevation  on  the  rolling  prairie  of  Hyde  Park  Township 
and  now  he  owns  160  acres  of  land  under  good  cultivation,  and  has  a  good  breed  of 
horses  and  cattle. 

Hr.  LaMont e  is  a  man  of  great  energy  and  ability  and  is  one  of  our  first  class 
farmers.  Commencing  with  mere  nothing,  he  has,  by  his  own  hard  earnings  and  strict 
attention  to  business,  won  the  esteem  and  confidence  of  all  who  know  him.  His  farm 
ia  now  worth  $5,000  and  his  stock  $3,000.  He  has  held  office  of  justice  of  the 
peace  every  year  since  he  lived  in  Hyde  Park  except  two.  When  he  commenced,  on 
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hi  a  present  farm  he  had  lost  all  his  property  hy  signing  with  men,  and  the  home  of 
the  present  farm  and  all  that  he  has  were  obtained  "by  his  own  good  management,  and 
he  is  now  living  in  comfortable  circumstances,  enjoying  the  happiness  of  his  family 
of  six  children." 

Winifred  also- supplied  the  following  additional  information; 

Samuel  LaMont  moved  with  Ms  family  from  New  York  to  Minnesota  in^a  covered 
wagon  in  1859,  Their  daughter,  Fanny  Aurelia,  was  born  at  Princeton,  Wisconsin, 
during  the  course  of  this  journey.  They  settled  on  a  farm  in  Hyde  Park  Township, 
Wabasha  County,  Minnesota,  at  a  spot  about  l^-  miles  from  Jarrett  s  Ford,  where  people 
crossed  the  Zumbro  River.  The  family  wgs  reared  on  this  farm,  which  continued  to 
be  the  family  home.  During  a  portion  of  this  time,  Samuel  LaMont  was  justice  of 
the  Peace.  For  the  last  ten  years  or  so  of  Ms  life,  he  was  totally  Mind,  He 
died  in  May,  1895,  following  a  stroke  of  apoplexy  the  previous  Christmas  time. 

Maternal  Ancestry  of  Evalena  LaMont  Boss 

Roger  Smith,  Evalena’s  grandfather  on  her  mother’s  side,  died  at  age  42,  of 
consumption,  and  Ms  wife  died  of  the  same  cause  about  5  years  later.  He  came  to 
Prattsburg,  N.  Y.  from  Galway,  Saratoga  County,  about  .l.820«  His  wife-s  maiden  name 
was  Lydia  Abies.  He  had  a  brother  naned  Asa.  pne  interesting  fact  is  available, 
and  that  is  that  Roger  Smith  was  a  descendant  of  Benjamin  Franklin.  Tnis  statement 
occurs  in  the  obituary  statement  fqr  Samuel  Miller  Look,  a  grandson  of  Roger  Smith, 
in  the  Prattsburg,  N.  T, , -Advertiser,  Mar.  16,  1928.  , 
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LAMONT  GENEOLOGICAL  RECORD 


LaMont 

family: 


Scott 
Louise  Adelaide1 
Frank 
DeLet 
Mary  Ella 
Fanny  Aurelia 
Evalena 


''Josias  LaMont 
?  -  1856 


Samuel  LaMont  4 
1815-1895  N 


Anna  Tyler 
1785-1SS4 


Roger  Smith 
1792-1834 


Fenny  M«  Smith 
.1823-1910 


Ardiihald  LaMont 
1724-1795 


Ahiah  Smith 


Major  Tyler 


John  Tyler 


I 


Descendant 

of 

Benjamin 

Franklin 


Lydia  Abies 
*  I  -  about  1839 


"T" 
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JOSIAS  AND  ANNA  TYLER  LAMONT  AND  THEIR  CHILDREN 
First  generation 


Josias  LaMont 
b. 

do  1856 

m«  March  9,  1802,  to 
Anna  Tyler 

"bo  Jan.  25,  1785 
d.  1864 

There  were  several  other 
children  "besides  Josias 

Josias  LaMont  was  "born  in 
Columbia  County,  New  York. 
When  a  young  man,  he  moved 
to  Schoharie  County,  and  in 
1815  to  Gaines.  He  located 
on  the  south  part,  140  A#  of 
lot  14  in  the  east  part  of 
the  town,  where  he  remained 
until  his  death.  He  took  up 
this  land  Aug.  31,  1815,  and 
it  was  deeded  to  him  Deco  7, 
1831, 


Second  generation 
Children  of  Josias  LaMont 


Platt  Tyler 
"b. 

d.  May  13,  1886,  age  83 
m.  Polly  Drake 

d.  Feb.  20,  1885,  age  81 

Major  Tyler  * 

b«  June  17,  1812 
do  March  10,  1898 

m.  January  22,  1836,  to  Tanma  King, 
(b.  Nov.  20,  1815) 

Emmet 

b. 

m.  1st  wife  Lois  Baldwin 

Daughter,  Eva,  m.  Boise 
2nd  wife,  Janette 


I 


Samuel 

b.  March  2,  1815 
d2  May  9,  1895 

m.  Deco  2,  1840,  to  Laura  Phelps 

(b.  Sept.  27,  1817  | 

d.  July  3,  1842)  J 

One  son,  Josias,  b.  June  6,  1845 
died  Sept.  18,  1849 
m.  February  22,  1844,  to  Fanny  M. 

Smith 

Nancy 

b. 

d. 

m.  to  Joseph  King 

George  Darwin  * 
b.  1819 
d.  1877 

m#  to  Mary  Cole 


This  record  shows  only  six  children,  but  apparently  there  were  nine,  the  other 
three  being  Archibald,  Smith,  and  Fanny.  This  information  comes  from  the  county 
history  of  Orleans  County,  New  York,  which  states  about  Josias  LaMont:  "His  children 
who  came  here  with  him  (to  Gaines,  Orleans  County,  in  1815)  were  Platt,  Archibald,  | 
Smith,  Fanny  and  Major  T.  Four  children  were  born  after  he  settled  in  Gaines." 

—  Information  supplied  by  Mrs.  George  LaMont,  Albion,  N.  Y. 

*  For  details  see  statement  at  end  of  LaHont-Sraith  record. 
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ROGER  AND  LYDIA.  A3LES  SMITH  JV1LD  THE  IE  CHILDREN 

First  Generation  Second  Generation 

Children  of  Roger  Smith 

Mrs.  Bush  * 

nu  Bush,  money  lender 

; 

Fanny  Mi 

h«  March  17,  1823 
d#  February  8,  1910,  at  home  of 
daughter  Evalena 
nu  February  22,  1844,  to 
Samuel  LaMont 


Roger  Smith 

b.  About  1792 
d.  1834,  Age  42 


Martha  Aurelia  * 

b0  June  13,  1828,  Prattsburg,  N.  Y# 


d.  1914 

mo  Thomas  LaFayette,  1856,  in 
Wisconsin 


m.  Lydia  Abies#  She 
died  about  5  years 
later  than  he,  both 
of  consumption# 


Asa  Smith 


Ann  Amelia  * 

hu  G#  Si  Ingraham,  farmer, 

Wayland,  N#  Yo 
Lived  to  be  96 

i 

(Son) 

Became  a  FreeWill  Baptist  Preacher 

'  | 

Elizabeth 

b#  Apr0  30,  1834 
di  Mar#  5,  1916 

'bu  1860,  to  George  Look  (d#  1912) 

Hardware  man  at  Prattsburg,  N#  Y# 

t 

ft 

i 
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■ .  .  I 

r 

I 

'  '  r  '  ' 


•  For  details  see  statement  at  end  of  LaMont-Smi th  Record* 
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CHILDREN  AND  GRANDCHILDREN  OE  SAMUEL  AND  FANNY  SMITH  LAMONT 


Third  generation 
Children  of  Samuel  LaMont 

Scott 

b.  Mar,  28,  1848 
d.  July  30,  1914 
m,  Dec,  24,  1870,  to 
Email ne  Heath 
b.  Kay  12,  1848 
'■  •  d,  Feb,  13,  1910 

Louise  Adelaide 
b,  Feb.  4,  1850 
d,  Oct,  6,  1909 
m,  July  23,  1873,  to 
-  .  .  William  Wilder  O'Hara 

Frank  C*. 

b.  April  4,  1852 
d.  193.1 

m.  Sept,  15,  1892,  to 
, Hr  a •  Lavina  Lemm 

DeLet  Smith 

b,  Jar,  21,  1954 
d«  Sept?  12,  1865 

Mary  Ella 

b.  Aug.  1,  1856 
d.  Sept.  6,  1885 
m,  Nov.  7,  1883  to  James 
.  Noah  Clark 

Fa"_ny  Aurelia 

b.  July  16,  1359 
d,  June  13,  1912 
m.  Dec,  25,  1879,  to 
Everett  F.  Gould 
b.  Mar.  8,  1859 
d.  Mar,  16,  1942 

Evalena 

b,  July  23,  1867 
m,  Dec.  15,  1891,  to 
Andrew  Boss 


Fourth  generation  * 
Grandchildren  of  Samuel  LaKont 

Gertrude 

William 

George 

Arvilla 

Laura 


Ernest 

Ervie 


Elmer 


Winifred 


Hazel 

Elna 

Mabel 

Kenneth 

Wallace 


*  For  details  see  following  pages. 
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DESCENDANTS  OF  SAMUIL  LAMONT 


Samuel  and  Fanny  Smith  LaMont  had  seven  children,  of  whom  six  grew  to  maturity 
and  married.  Five  of  these  six  families  had  children;  there  were  a  total  of  14 
children  horn  of  whom  nine  survive. 

I  | 

These  cousins  entered  into  a  variety  of  occupations,  and  are  located  in  various 
places. 

Grandchildren  of  Samuel  LaMont  and  Their  Families 
Children  of  Scott  LaMont: 

1*  Gertrude,  h.  Jan.  15,  1872,  d.  Dec.  17,  1917,  m.  Dec.  18,  1895,  to  Jesse  Haradon, 
Park  Rapids,  Minnesota.  Two  children:  Horace,  h.  Jan.  29,  1898,  married, 
no  children;  Florence,  h.  Oct.  29,  1901,  single. 

2.  Ar villa,  h,  Jan.  23,  1874,  d.  Jan.  14,  1915,  m.  Apr.  2,  1901,  to  Herbert  P. 

Elson.  Two  children:  Stanley,  b..- _ ;  Dorothy,  b. _ ,  d. - ,  at 

Smi thville ,  Ont. ;  Arvilla,  b.  _ L  • 

3.  George,  b.  Feb.  14,  1877,  d.  Nov.  7,  1921,  m.  March  16,  1897,  to  Alice  Walters. 

Three  children:  Ada,  b.  Apro  6,  1899,  do  July  13,  1947,  m.  Nov.  14,  1917, 
to  George  Pinson;  Edwin,  Lake  City,  Minnesota,  b.  July  5,  1901,  m.  Aug.  16, 
1922,  to  Margaret  Strickland,  (children:  Mariya,  b.  Mar.  7,  1923,  d.  July  21, 

1930;  Herlyn,  b.  Oct.  16,  1924;  Mavis,  b,  Nov.  7,  1927);  Ina,  b.  May  31, 

1910,  m.  Sept.  18,  1928,  to  Elton  Holden,  Lake  City,  Minnesota,  (children: 
Vanda,  b.  June  9,  1929;  Ina  Mae,  b.  Nov.  16,  1930;  Lee,  b.  Nov.  18,  1932). 

4.  Laura,  b.  Mar.  25,  1880,  d.  June  20,  1905.  Did  not  marry. 

5.  William,  Bemidji,  Minnesota,  b.  Nov.  3,  1881,  m.  June  27,  1906,  to  Lina  Hall. 

Four  children:  Laurence,  Santa  Monica,  Cal.,  b.  Mar.  20,  1907,  m.  Feb.  2, 
1928,  to  Caroline  Smith;  Willis,  Tokyo,  Japan,  b.  Sept.  11,  1913,  m.  July  31, 
1942,  to  Lynd  Harmon;  Edith,  Bemidji,  Minnesota,  b.  Feb.  24,  1914,  m.  Sept. 
28,  1940,  to  John  Wilde;  George,  Davenport,  Iowa,  b.  Dec.  25,  1915.  Single. 


Children  of  Louise  Adelaide  LaMont  O’Hara: 

Ernest,  b.  Aug.  20,  1874,  d.  July  21,  1902,  m.  1896,  to  Gertrude  Roberts.  One  child, 
Robert,  b.  Oct.  22,  1898,  Clear  Lake,  Wis.,  single,  m.  (2nd  wife)  Alta 
Strickland,  one  child9  Wilder. 

Ervie,  b.  July  16,  1878,  m.  July  20,  1896,  to  Tom  J.  Walters.  Nine  children: 

Roy,  b.  Sept.  8,  1900;  Etta,  b.  July  2,  1902;  Verma,  b.  Sept.  29,  1904,  m» 
Sept.  14,  1928,  to  John  Olin;  Vera,  b.  Aug.  S,  1908,  m.  Aug.  6,  1926,  to 
Hobart  Dreisbach,  (two  children:  Robert,  b.  Dec.  5,  1930  and  Sally  Kay, 
b,  April  20,  1940);  Edwin,  b.  Nov.  19,  1910,  m.  July  2,  1939,  to  Helen 
Christison,  (one  child:  Gayle  Alice,  b.  Apr.  10,  1947);  Ila,  b.  May  12, 

1913,  m.  Nov.  13,  1929,  to  John  Heldt,  (one  child,  Thelma  May,  b.  May  5, 
1930);  Karce,  b.  Nov.  29,  1914,  m.  Dec.  8,  1934,  to  Florence  Maechnig, 

(one  child,  Karceme,  b.  July  25,  1936);  Hajelle,  b.  Oct.  28,  1917,  m.  Oct.  8, 
1936,  to  Jess  Geisler,  (two  children:  Lawrence,  b.  Dec.  27,  1938;  and 
Rodger,  b.  Mar.  2,  1942);  Ernest,  b.  Aug.  24,  1920,  m.  July  10,  1945,  to 
Lillian  Stephenhagen,  (one  child,  Dennis,  b.  Hay  26,  1946). 


Child  of  Mary  Ella  LaMont  Clarks 


Elmer,  b,  Sept*,  1885* 

;  I 

r,  /  ■* 

Child  of  Fanny  Aurelia  LaMcnt  Gould: 

Winifred,  "bo  A ug.  2,  1885,  m.  May  20,  1912,  to  Herman  J.  Boettcher.  Address:  1037 
Garfield  Ave.,  Rockford,  Ill,  Three  children:  Charles  Everett,  h.  May  22,  < 
1913,  m*  Jan#  1.  1942,  to  Evelyn  Jchanson,  Address:  2216-15th  Ave.,  Rockfc— 
Ill.;  John  William,  h.  Oct.  17,  1917,  m.  Oct.  19,  1941,  to  Ruth  Oliver. 
Address:  745J-  W.  Grand  Ave.,  Beloit,  Wisconsin;  June  Madelyn,  b.  Oct.  17,  ? 

1924. 


Children  of  Evalena  LaMont  Boss: 

•s 

Hazel  Vivian  (Cleland),  2090  Commonwealth  Ave.,  St.  Paul,  h.  Feh.  19,  1894.  Grad-  : 
uate  of  East  High  School,  MplSo,  and  the  University  of  Minn.  (H.  Ec«)  in 
1918,  m0  Aug.  28,  1919,  to  Spencer  B.  Cleland,  Ext.  Econ. ,  U.  of  Minn. 

Four  children:  Robert  Ancfrew,  'o,  Oct.  19,  1920,  m.  April  7,  1945,  to  Jean  i 
Rclfing,  (one  child,  David  Andrew,  b.  Nov.  26.  1947);  Marjorie  Evelyn, 
b«  July  19,  1923;  Burton  James,  b.  June  10,  1925;  Lois  Paulena,  b.  Dec.  22, 
1929,  |  | 

Elna  Violet  (0l3on) ,  Eox  854,  Waco,  Texas,  b.  Feb.  2,  1896,  in  St.  Paul.  Graduate 
of  East  High  School,  Minneapolis,  and  the  U.  of  Minn.  (H.  Ec0)  in  1919. 
m.  Nov.  18,  1922,  to  John  E.  Olson,  Two  Harbors,  Minn.  They  have  two  chili- 
ren:  Vivian  Jean,  b.  Sept.  28,  1923,  in  Waco,  Texas,  and  Margaret  Frances,  j 
b.  May  13,  1926,  in  Amarillo,  Texas.  { 

Mabel  Evelyn,  4961  Laclede,  St.  Louis,  Ho.,  b.  Sept.  11,  1898.  Graduate  of  Central' 
High  School,  St.  Paul,  and  the  U.  of  Minn.,  B.  A.  1921,  H.  A.  1925.  She 
is  principal  of  Irving  School,  St.  Louis.  j 

Kenneth  Andrew,  1515  N*  Pascal  Ave.,  St.  Paul,  b.  Sept.  25,  1903.  Graduate  of 
Mechanic  Arts  High  School,  St.  Paul,  and  attended  the  U.  of  Minn.  m. 
Margaret  Douglass,  Sept.  4,  1926,  and  they  have  two  children:  Andrew 
Douglass,  b.  June  12,  1933,  and  Elizabeth  Louise,  b.  June  7,  1929.  He  is 
Plant  Manager  of  the  Mutual  Dealers  Wholesale,  Inc.,  St.  Paul# 

Wallace  LaMont,  2168  Stanford,  St.  Paul,  b.  Oct.  31,  1905.  Graduate  of  University 
High  School,  Hpls.,  and  the  U.  of  Minn#  in  1928#  m.  Charlotte  Wells, 

July  20,  1929,  and  they  have  three  children:  Wallace  Andrew,  b.  May  10, 
1932;  Garrett  Wells,  b.  July  22,  1934;  and  Janet  Charlotte,  b.  Oct.  26, 
1938.  He  is  vice-president  of  the  First  National  Bank,  St.  Paul. 
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The  following  records  of  relatively  distant  relatives  of  the  LaKont-Smith 
family  were  available  and  are  accordingly  included: 

FAMILY  01  MAJOR  TYLER  LAMONT 
(son  of  Jo si as  LaMont) 


2nd  generation  3rd  generation 

Ardiibald,  b.  Sept.  2,  1838,  m.  to  Margere 
Huff. 

Jane,  b.  June  2,  1840,  d.  Feb.,  1905, 
m.  1877  to  John  Hawley. 


Major  Tyler  LaMont,  b.  June  17, 
1812,  d.  Mar.  10,  1898, 
mo  Jan.  22,  1836,  to  Tamma 
King. 


Eleanor,  h.  May  22,  1842,  m.  to  Harris  Love. 

Major  Tyler,  Jr.,  b.  Mar.  14,  1846,  d.  July 
6,  1864  (Civil  War). 

Platt  Tyler,  b.  July  22,  1848,  d.  Apr.  15, 

1929,  m.  Jan,  15,  1873,  to  Ada  Jewell. 


Tamma,  b.  Augo  10,  1854,  m.  Dec.,  1877,  to 
Charles  Everett. 

Platt  Tyler  LaMont* s  son  George  married  Belle  Eldridge.  George  and  Belle  had 
at  least  two  sons,  George  Darwin  and  Thomas.  About  1930  Thomas  LaMont,  then  28 
yerrs  old  and  a  student  at  Cornell  University,  met  Prof,  Andrew  Boss  of  St.  Paul. 
Thomas*  family  home  was  Albion,  N.  Y. 


FAMILY  OF  GEORGE  DARWIN  LAMONT 
(son  of  Jo si as  LaMont) 


2nd  generation 


3rd  generation 


Georgianna 

Frances  Adrienne,  b.  Nov.  12,  1844,  m.  1865 
to  Frank  Coye  Delong.  Children:  Frank 

,  •  .  LaMont  Delong,  George  Bowen  Delong, 

Florence  Anna  Delong. 

George  Darwin  LaMont,  b.  1819,  Anna  Florence,  m.  to  Lucius  Franklin 

d.  1877,  m.  to  Mary  Cole.  Doolittle 

Walter  Llewellyn,  m.  (1st)  Amelia  Ferguson, 

'  .  ■  /.  Daughter:  Mildred,  m.  (2nd)  Mary 

Hulett.  Children:  Edith,  Geraldine, 

.  ....  .  Marguerite  Mary,  Walter  Douglas, 

George  Donald. 

FAMILY  OF  MRS.  BUSH 
(Daughter  of  Roger  Smith) 

2nd  generation  3rd  generation 

Un,  Bush,  m.  Bush,  a  money  lender.  Amelia  Fowler 


* 


nowaiarraa  ncrs 


.«  nal  \naos  c  diur  .a  ,juijjK  ,r*M 


2nd  generation 


3rd  generation 
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Gertrude  Schultz 

These  two  had  a  controlling  interest 
in  the  T7  ay  land  Bank. 


JAMIL Y  OF  MARTHA  AURELIA  SMITH 
(Daughter  of  Roger  Smith) 

2nd  generation  3rd  generation 

Josephine 


Martha  Aurelia  Smith,  "bo  June  13, 
1828,  Prattshuxg,  N«  I.,  m.  1856, 
to  Thomas  LaFayetta. 


Fordyce,  Hornell,  N«  Y.  Daughters:  Mrs. 
J.  E.  Carr,  Montreal,  Miss  Fanny, 
Rochester,  N.  Y. 


FAMILY  OF  AIWA  AMELIA  SMITH 
(Daughter  of  Roger  Smith) 

2nd  generation  3rd  generation 

Arm  Amelia  Smith,  m.  Ingraham,  Millie,  m.  L.  F.  Congdon,  School  Supt. 

Farmer,  near  Uayland,  N«  Y. 

Lived  to  he  96.  (At  least  four  other  children) 

FAMILY  OF  SARAH  ELIZABETH  SMITH 
(Daughter  of  Roger  Smith) 


2nd  generation 


3rd  generation 


George  S. ,  d.  1888. 
Arthur,  V.  T7. ,  d.  1906. 


Sarah  Elizabeth  Smith,  h.  Apr.  30, 
1834,  d.  Mar.  5,  1916,  m.  1860  to 
George  H.  Look,  Hardware  man  at 
Prattshurg,  N.  Y. 


IraB?,  d.  1908. 

Lura,  m.  D.  0.  Chamberlain,  Holly,  N.  Y. 
Lora  was  his  second  wife;  his  first 
wife  was  the  mother  of  the  first  wife* 
of  Prof.  Um»  Alderman  of  St.  Paul. 

Bishop  S.,  Charlotte,  N.  C. 

Kate  S.,  Prattsburg,  N.  Y. 

Samuel  M. ,  b.  Apr.  13,  1871,  d.  Mar.  7,  192 


Enos  S«,  Hamline,  H.  Y. 

One  other  child  died  as  a  child.  These  may* 
not  be  in  correct  order  of  birth,  ill: 
but  the  first  three  of  the  eight  who  i 
lived  to  maturity  were  living  at  the  | 
time  of  their  mother’s  death. 
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FART  III 

Extracts  of  papers  connected  with  the  life  of  Dr»  Andrew 
Boss,  with  brief  introductory  statements  regarding  his 
family  life  and  personal  history. 


Home  Life  —  Andrew  and  Evalena  LeMont  Boss 

Andrew  Boss  and  Evalena  LaMont  were  married  at  her  home  near  Hyde  Park, 
Minnesota,  on  December  15,  1891,  and  began  housekeeping  in  a  wing  of  the  old  farm 
house  at  University  Farm. 

Young  Andrew  had  been  graduated  from  the  School  of  Agriculture  the  previous 
April,  after  spending  two  winters  at  the  schoolo  He  had  entered  the  school  October 
18.  1883,  and  graduated  April  10,  1891.  During  the  two  school  years,  on  a  part  time 
ba;'is  and  during  the  summer  of  1890  on  a  full  time  basis,  he  had.  been  employed  in 
farm  work  at  University  Farm0  Now,  sinefe  his  graduation,  he  had  been  foreman  of 
farm  operations,  with  6  men  under  him. 

Several  families  lived  in  the  big  farm  house,  which  stood  just  south  of  where 
the  Plant  Genetics  Building  now  stands.  The  building  was  arranged  in  separate 
apartments,  and  there  were  also  rooms  and  boarding  arrangements  for  the  men.  For  a 
time,  at  least,  Andrew  and  his  wife  were  in  charge  of  this  boarding  club. 

Here  they  lived  for  8  years,  and  it  was  here  that  their  three  daughters  were 
born<>  In  October  or^November,  1899,  they  moved  to  a  new  home  which  .Andrew  had  built 
at  1443  Ptaymond  Avenue.  This  was  one  of  the  first  houses  in  this  section  of  the 
Park.  Here  the  family  lived  from  then  on.  Here  the  two  boys  were  bora.  This  was 
the  family  home  until  it  was  sold,  after  his  death,  in  July,  1947. 

In  December,  1910,  an  overheated  furnace  set  fire  to  the  house,  and  the  inter¬ 
ior  was  badly  damaged.  It  was  immediately  repaired  and  rearranged  into  its  present 
pattern. 

The  property  originally  consisted  of  4  lots,  half  the  entire  block,  and  a  barn, 
garden,  and  various  yards  utilized  the  space.  Later  the  two  west  lots  were  sold, 
one  to  Mr.  Joerns,  and  one  to  W.  H.  Peters,  for  residences.  The  barn  was  torn  down, 
and  a  garage  built  on  one  of  the  two  remaining  lots0  These  two  lots  were  always  well 
kept,  a  roomy  and  inviting  place  for  family  comfort  and  for  gatherings  of  many  kinds. 

Space  here  will  permit  only  brief  glimpses  of  the  career  of  Andrew  Boss.  He 
went  on  from  one  responsibility  to  another  in  his  university  career,  with  achieve¬ 
ments  which  are  well  recorded  elsewhere.  Outside  his  official  life  he  carried  on  a 
wholesome  personal  life.  He  was  fond  of  hunting  and  fishing,  and  usually  managed 
to  get  in  some  of  both  each  year.  When  golf  became  available,  he  took  up  the  game, 
and  got  much  enjoyment  from  it.  ....... 

From  the  time  he  was  a  young  man  he  and  his  family  were  members  of  the  St. 
Anthony  Park  Congregational  Church,  and  his  influence  was  always  strong  in  church 
affairs.  He  served  as  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Church,  and  also  as 
a  member  of  the  Board  of  Deacons,  and  for  a  long  time  was  chairman  of  this  board. 

For  the  year  1927-28  he  was  moderator  of  the  Minnesota  Congregational  Conference. 

The  St.  Anthony  Park  State  Bank  was  another  community  institution  with  which 
he  was  identified.  This  bank  was  organized  in  191S,  and  he  was  identified  with  it 
from  the  start.  He  became  its  president  January  27,  1934,  and  continued  in  that 
position  until  his  death.  Though  never  a  large  bank,  it  has  served  the  community 
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well,  and  its  directors  and  officers  have  earned  a  warm  spot  in  the  affections  of 
the  citizens  for  the  good  services  rendered. 

The  members  of  the  Boss  family  maintained  good  contact  with  each  other.  Until 
the  sale  of  the  old  Boss  farm  at  Lake  City  (following  the  death  of  David  Boss,  rhc  I 
operated  it),  this  provided  a  center  for  the  family.  The  homes  of  Andrew  and  Willi| 
provided  a  center  at  St.  Paulo  There  were  frequent  visits  "back  and  forth  between 
individuals  and  families,  and  occasionally  a  "Boss  picnic"  was  arranged,  when  all 
the  relatives  gathered  for  a  day  of  visiting  and  family  fellowship. 

Correspondence  was  another  regular  contacts  First  were  letters  back  and  fort; 
to  the  old  parental  home,  then  with  the  brothers  and  sisters,  as  they  scattered,  f 
Tim  as  Andrew's  children  left  home,  regular  and  frequent  correspondence  with  then. \ 
The  routine  at  1443  Raymond  Avenue  early  Sunday  afternoon  was  usually  that  of  lett;4 
writing,  with  the  children's  letters  spread  out  on  the  dining  room  table  and  letter! 
being  written  by  the  father  and  mother  to  those  away. 

As  grandchildren  came  into  the  family,  a  new  and  delightful  relationship  de¬ 
veloped.  Andrew  and  Evalena  were  wonderful  grandparents,  and  the  visits  of  the 
different  families  with  the  children  will  long  be  remembered.  Those  living  nearby  jj, 
were  accustomed  to  drop  in  especially  on  Sunday  afternoon.  There  were  toys  and 
games  available  for  the  smaller  children,  and  grandpa  always  got  out  the  popcorn  t 
popper  and  prepared  a  supply  of  tasty  popcorn.  Christmas  was  a  big  occasion,  with  \ 
visits  during  the  day  to  the  different  families  and  then  all  at  Grandpa's  for 
Christmas  dinner  and  the  Christmas  presents  that  were  always  ready  under  the  tree,  t 
In  the  early  days  of  the  Andrew  Boss  and  William  Boss  households,  the  holiday  din-  t 
ners  had  been  a  joint  affair  of  the  two  families,  (Thanksgiving  at  Andrew's, 
Christmas  at  Uilliam' s),  but  as  the  children  married,  and  the  families  became  largsrj 
the  two  groups  met  by  themselveso 
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In  1936,  having  reached  and  exceeded  the  retirement  age,  he  retired  from  his 
University  duties.  That  summer  and  fall,  with  his  daughter  Mabel,  he  visited 
Europe,  spending  some  time  on  the  continent,  but  more  time  in  the  British  Isles, 
especially  Scotland,  the  country  of  his  forefathers.  Upon  his  return,  he  attempted* 
to  find  time  for  the  golf,  fishing,  and  other  satisfactions  to  which  he  had  looked  i 
forward.  But  he  was  called  upon  to  assist  in  the  writing  of  a  series  of  books, 
to  serve  as  a  member  of  the  Farm  Credit  Board,  and  even  to  resume  his  old  duties  as! 
Associate  Director  of  the  Experiment  Station  during  a  portion  of  1944  while  Dr. 
Immer,  associate  director  at  that  time,  was  in  England  on  military  leave.  He  was 
busy  to  the  last  with  his  many  duties. 

Andrew  Boss  did  not  have  a  bachelor's  degree.  He  made  a  place  for  himself  in 
spite  of  the  lack  of  formal  college  training.  But  in  1927,  the  Kansas  State  Agri¬ 
cultural  College  honored  him  with  the  honorary  degree  of  Doctor  of  Science.  Later.  | 
in  1945,  the  University  of  Minnesota  conferred  upon  him  the  degree  of  Doctor  of 
Science,  honoris  causa. 

SIDELIGHTS  ON  TEE  EARLY  LIFE  OF  ANDREW  AND  WILLIAM  BOSS* 

Though  Andrew  was  the  eldest  son,  he  had  two  older  sisters  who  were  helpful  to j 
him  in  his  development.  When  these  sisters  were  to  go  to  community  dances,  Sunday  » 
School,  or  other  places,  it  was  usually  Andrew  who  was  their  driver.  They  attended): 
Sunday  School  at  Lincoln,  and  attended  dances  at  Oak  Center,  sponsored  by  the  Inde-j 
pendent  Order  of  Good  Templers.  Will,  two  years  younger  than  Andrew,  also  fitted  j 
into  these  things  as  he  grew,  and  later  the  other  children  came  along,  but  Andrew's^ 
two  older  sisters  were  a  guiding  influence  to  him.  Incidentally,  out  of  these 

*  From  conversations  with  William  Boss. 
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social  and  church  influences  came  some  of  his  personal  habits  and  policies#  Here 
he  signed  the  pledge  to  abstain  from  liquor  and  tobacco,  and  throughout  his  life 
he  lived  up  to  that  pledge. 

When  Andrew  first  came  to  the  School  of  Agriculture  in  1899,  he  stayed  at 
Pendergast  Hall.  This  was  its  first  year,  and  Andrew  helped  move  in  some  of  the 
furaishiugso  Students  had  lived  in  the  Home  Building  the  previous  year,  which  was 
the  first  year  of  the  School. 

The  next  year,  that  is  in  the  fall  of  1890,  William  came  to  the  School,  and 
Andrew  and  Hill  roomed  together.  They  had  to  earn  money  to  stay  in  school.  They 
got  the  job  together  of  running  the  furnace  of  Pendergast  Hall,  which  was  nearly 
enough  work  for  two  students,  but  in  addition  they  ran  the  furnace  in  the  carpenter 
shop,  which  was  in  a  corner  of  the  old  barn.  Hill  had  other  jobs  of  various  kinds, 
mostly  on  construction  of  various  materials,  etc.  Andrew  may  have  had  other  jobs, 
too. 

The  two  boys  got  about  12-^  an  hour,  and  they  worked  about  four  hours  apiece 
per  day.  They  made  about  enough  to  cover  expenses.  School  including  board  and 
laundry  was  about  $15  per  month.  Clothes  and  personal  expenses  were  very  little. 
William  said  he  had  about  as  much  money  in  the  spring  as  he  started  with  in  the  fall. 

When  Andrew  built  his  house  on  Raymond  Avenue  in  1899,  he  wired  it  for  elec¬ 
tricity,  expecting  to  purchase  current  from  University  Farm.  However  by  1902,  when 
Will  built  his  home,  it  had  been  established  that  electricity  could  not  be  obtained 
from  the  Farm.  It  was  direct  current  and  the  loss  would  be  too  great  for  that 
distance,  so  Will  put  in  pipes  for  gas  in  his  house,  expecting  to  put  in  a  gasoline 
gas  generating  plant. 

However,  about  1905  a  small  company  on  Hampton  Avenue,  which  was  manufacturing 
and  selling  alternating  current  electricity  to  a  few  nearby  firms,  agreed  to  run  a 
line  up  Raymond  Avenue,  provided  three  families  would  buy  current.  William  and 
Andrew  Boss  and  Christian  Anderson  got  together  and  thus  became  the  first  in  that 
area  to  have  electricity  in  their  homes. 

City  water  was  piped  up  Raymond  Avenue  before  Andrew  built,  so  he  had  water 
from  the  first,  but  for  disposal,  each  house  had  to  have  its  own  cess-pool,  until 
public  sewers  were  put  in  later. 

William  commented  on  the  active  interest  Andrew  took  in  the  early  development 
of  the  School  of  Agriculture,  as  well  as  Experiment  Station  affairs.  Andrew  was 
one  of  those  actively  interested  in  organizing  and  carrying  on  the  Farm  Students 
Review,  a  publication  that  maintained  active  contact  for  many  years  between  the 
School  of  Agriculture,  University  Farm  in  general,  and  the  alumni  of  the  School. 
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Letters  and  Other  Papers 


(Andrew  Boss  I  to  Andrew  Boss  II) 


Kinross,  Scotland 
August  1855 

Dear  Andrews 

We  are  in  receipt  of  yours  of  the  15th  of  July  and  is  always  glad  to  hear  f  r:j 
you  and  hapy  to  here  that  you  are  well  and  liking  your  place  is  it  a  town  or 
country  situation  we  hope  that  you  attend  the  kirk  regular  on  Sabbath  days  sup- : f 
it  is  not  well  attended  by  others  that  is  no  excuse  for  you  to  keep  from  it  np  i 
inclination  is  I  would  like  to  come  to  America  but  Mother  is  not  saying  much  a'ocu:« 
it  I  am  sore  trailed  to  the  work  here  I  would  like  if  I  could  get  some  thing  to  > 
have  les  travel  we  will  be  at  Slattonhouse  till  it  is  the  winter  we  are  sore 
pushed  just  now  I  would  require  2  or  3  more  men  but  cannot  get  them  Slattonhouse* 
job  is  about  L  for  mason  work  you  can  let  William  Ramsay  know  that  when  he  sends  ^ 
any  money  to  his  Mother  to  put  it  in  my  name  and  I  will  draw  it  for  her  but  if  my  . 
name  is  not  in  it  I  cannot  get  it  , I  had  to  send  the  one  he  sent  to  her  to  get  it  4 
sined  we  will  be  sending  the  Fife  Herald  to  you  once  in  3  weeks  this  leaves  us  alP 
well  at  present  hoping  you  are  the  same  Elizabeth  was  here  eight  days  ago  Ales 
was  here  on  sabath  all  our  friends  are  well  as  far  as  we  know 
Dear  Andrew  I  remain  yours  truly 

Andrew  Boss 


(Andrew  Boss  I  to  Andrew  Boss  II)  ■ 

Kinross  March  1857 

Dear  Andrew 

I  Write  in  Answer  to  yours  of  the  25  January  we  received  16  February  Ue  were* 

very  glad  to  here  from  you  and  that  all  our  friends  were  well  Uncle  Must  be  gett-g 

his  Family  of  his  hands  you  did  not  say  what  he  was  that  Betsy  had  got  nor  if 
ons  that  was  Married  last  Spring  went  to  the  far  West  for  land  or  not  we  were  alar, 

glad  to  here  that  William  Burges  and  William  Ramsay  were  both  in  good  health  I 

went  west  at  Aldie  on  the  21  They  are  all  well  their  I  was  told  at  Wester  Aldie 
that  James  Burges  had  Disapered  when  he  got  up  in  the  morning  went  cut  and  had  nc‘  • 
been  hurd  of  but  if  They  have  heard  of  him  since  I  do  not  know  I  am  expecting  to  7 
here  from  his  Parents  soon  Andrew  Reeds  son  is  thinking  of  Coming  out  to  his  Farit 
this  Spring  James  wrote  to  Andrew  about  2  months  ago  but  has  not  got  a  letter  fro  ‘ 
him  in  answer  yet  which  thay  are  looking  for  every  day  Robert  Hanlay  son  of  Ana r-:  | 
Hanley  Brown  son  of  the  Big  Miller  these  3  are  intending  to  go  to  America  in 
Company  I  did  not  here  where  Hanley  and  Brown  are  intending  to  go  to  you  was  akin 
if  we  had  any  thought  of  coming  out  to  America  we  think  of  it  often  but  to  sell 
House  Property  here  is  not  Possible  unless  it  be  for  very  little  Money  and  to  ccr-:  * 
to  Strange  Country  and  have  nothing  I  would  not  like  ito  If  we  had  70  or  80  pour- 1- 
when  we  got  up  the  Country  to  help  to  get  a  peice  of  land  we  hope  you  will  can 
lend  us  30  or  40  pounds  to  help  us  get  a  bit  of  Land  if  we  come  you  should  be  Saw.  ? 
something  now  you  say  it  is  very  easy  to  spend  Money  There  it  is  now  time  that  vr ; 
was  saving  some  thing  When  ones  leaves  his  Native  Country  he  should  try  to  get 
scmething  to  put  himself  in  some  way  of  doing  if  we  are  to  come  we  will  have  no*  ? 
d.lay  ay  long  now  I  have  been  thinkin  that  the  Month  of  November  will  be  best  bu"  i 
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Perhaps  I  am  rong  in  that  Idea  I  am  getting  very  tired  of  Mason  Trad  we  have  a 
great  deal  of  Travel  to  our  work  Aunt  Jean  Hilton  Aldie  is  to  give  up  her  Farm  at 
Martins  1857  she  is  Losing  Money  in  it  James  is  not  doing  as  he  ought  hyt  we  need 
not  think  of  it  it  is  out  of  our  reach  as  we  are  not  able  to  Stock  it  They  have  a 
good  bar  gin  of  it  if  it  was  well  managed  you  was  saying  that  you  was  to  try  a  large 
Town  as  soon  as  your  ingaigment  was  out  Robert  Crawford  second  son  is  in  Toronto 
he  is  in  the  Cloth  way  he  was  110  pounds  he  is  going  out  in  the  Month  of  May  to  m 
we  was  thinking  if  you  Shift  that  you  will  be  as  well  in  one  of  the  large  Towns  up 
the  Country  as  in  New  York  one  i3  not  safe  in  it  if  out  after  Dark  you  must  judge 
for  yourself  we  hope  you  will  look  well  after  your(?)  interest  if  so  you  do  we  1 
for  yourself  there  is  different  ones  that  gits  more  than  their  ingaigment  Alear 
Bard  got  20  pounds  more  the  first  year  he  has  been  3  years  now  in  Montreal  and 
Do  tries  of  Blar  Adam  got  more  so  the  like  of  that  may  incourage  you  to  do  what  you 
caw  I  hope  that  you  are  doing  so  A  Bard  is  ingaged  for  other  3  years  he  is  o  ge 
3  months  to  come  home  during  that  time  we  are  glad  to  see  the  improvement  in  your 
writing  we  hope  that  you  are  keeping  steady  you  know  what  it  is  to  be  in  want  or 
may  say  not  in  want  but  to  be  bair  of  Money  so  when  you  have  the  opartunity  you  wi 
mind  of  it  for  a  few  Pounds  is  a  good  friend  often  espesaly  among  Strangers  I  have 
often  thought  of  letting  you  away  with  so  little  you  was  scacly  out  of  my  sight 
when  I  reflected  of  letting  you  of  so  I  once  wrote  your  Uncle  to  give  you  2  or  o 
pounds  I  am  very  Glad  that  you  have  got  so  well  on  I  hope  you  will  try  to  do  wha 
you  can  Rovert  Brown  and  Family  are  all  well  he  had  a  Paper  from  Andrew  the  ot  er 

day  when  you  write  him  let  him  know  that  John  and  all  their  folks  is  well  te  1  im 

to  let  Andrew  Reed  know  I  wrote  William  Ramsay  last  week  you  let  him  know  when  you 
write  to  him  their  is  nothing  that  I  mind  of  worth  mentioning  just  now  I  hope  you 
get  the  Herald  regular  I  send  it  once  in  2  weeks  we  had  2  papers  2  weeks  ago  I 

will  continue  to  send  you  the  herald  as  usual  I  hope  this  will  find  you  in  good 

Health  as  this  leaves  us  all  at  Presnet  Elizabeth  is  Speaking  of  leaving  East  Bank 
at  Whitsunday  she  says  she  will  like  to  try  Glascow  when  you  write  you  may  1st  us 
know  what  the  wemon  gineraly  get  in  America  sure  and  write  soon  no  more  at  Present 
But  Remains 

your  Affectionate  Father 

Andrew  Boss  (copy) 


Letter  of  Recommendation  of  ANDREW  BOSS  II 
From  Clayville ,  New  York  to  Barrows  &  Lund,  Janesville,  Wisconsin 

Clayville,  May  4,  1857 

* 

Messers  Barrow  &  Lund 

Gentlemen: 

I  beg  to  introduce  to  You  the  bearer,  Mr.  Andrew 
Boss,  who  has  been  in  my  office  for  two  years  and  is  now  seeking  a  situation  west¬ 
ward.  I  have  pleasure  in  saying  that  while  Mr.  Boss  was  in  the  Office  I  found  him 
to  be  a  young  man  of  integer! ty,  industry,  and  gentlemanly  deportment,  and  competant 
to  very  ably,  execute  anything  he  undertook,  and  he  may  be  relied  on  for  an  honest 
effort  to  properly  discharge  any  duty  that  he  will  take  upon  himself,  and  should  he 
wish  a  place  with  you  you  will  find  him  as  I  have  done,  civil  and  respectful  under 
all  circumstances  and  one  with  whom  it  will  be  a  pleasure  to.  sustain- office  ot  ^ 

-  -business  relations. 

Tours  very  truly, 

v  C.  U.  Millard  (copy) 

‘  lnA<  » 

-  m 
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(S.  M.  Emery  to  Andrew  Boss  II) 


Lake  City,  Minnesota 
September  3,  1889 


Andrew  Boss,  Esq* 

My  Dear  Sir,  please  find  herein  annual  (ticket)  to  the  State  Fair  for  you  and 
Mrs*  Boss.  Please  accept  with  my  compliments  and  best  wishes. 

My  supply  is  very  meagre  and  I  will  not  have  to  call  your  attention  to  the  fact 
that  there  are  many  others  who  might  consider  themselves  slighted  and  I  am  sure  that 
you  will  treat  this  as  confidential. 

MY  HEADQUARTERS  HILL  BE  IN  THE  DAIRY  BUILDING.  BE  SURE  TO  COME.  FIND  ALSO 
PROSPECTS  OF  TEE  AGRICULTURAL  SCHOOL.  CAN'T  YOU  SEND  US  A  BOY? 

S.  M.  Emery 

(Andrew  Boss  II  to  Andrew  Boss  III,  student  at  School  of  Agriculture) 

Township  of  Gillford,  Wabasha  County  Zumhro  Falls,  Minn. 

Andrew  Boss,  Town  Clerk  Nov.  3,  1889 

Dear  Andrew: 

Your  letter  of  Oct.  22  we  received  last  Sunday  and  the  one  to  Will  of  the  27th 
today.  Ernest  O'Hara  went  to  the  Falls  this  morning.  Some  of  us  expect  to  go  to¬ 
morrow.  I  would  have  written  to  you  before  this  but  we  have  been  busy  husking  and 
plowing  and  have  had  no  chance  to  mail  a  letter  unless  we  went  on  purpose.  We  are 
glad  to  hear  from  you  and  that  you  think  you  will  like  the  School.  I  hope  and  have 
no  doubt  that  you  will  make  all  the  improvement  you  can.  Conform  strictly  to  the 
rules  of  the  School  and  make  yourself  generally  agreeable  and  courteous  to  all.  By 
so  doing  ycu  will  make  friends  and  get  along  pleasantly.  In  your  studies  I  think  it 
would  be  well  for  you  to  give  Penmanship,  Accounts  and  Business  correspondence  par¬ 
ticular  attention.  I  would  also  suggest  that  you  open  a  cash  account  with  yourself 
by  keeping  an  account  in  proper  shape  of  what  money  you  have  and  may  receive,  also, 
of  your  expenditures  and  what  for,  by  keeping  such  an  account  I  think  it  has  a  ten¬ 
dency  to  make  one  careful  of  their  money. 

We  would  have  got  through  husking  corn  on  the  Cammish  place  last  night  if  the 
weather  had  remained  good  but  it  rained  on  Friday  ending  with  snow.  The  snow  is  now 
all  gone.  Have  got  the  Buckwheat  ground  on  the  north- end  of  the  corn  ground  and  what 
cornstalks  were  husked  plowed,  also  most  the  Buckwheat  ground  on  the  west  of  the  com 
Will  begin  on  the  cornstalks  on  the  other  place  tomorrow  if  the  ground  is  not  frozen 
too  hard.  We  built  the  fence  enclosing  the  strawstack  on  the  other  place  a  week  ago 
also  the  fence  in  the  yard  at  home.  Butchered  our  fat  hog  Friday.  Pete  was  dead 
last  Sunday  morning.  "Bill 11  McLain  took  Fred  at  $80.  Paid  me  $27  cash  and  was  to 
give  me  three  dollars  the  next  day  but  he  has  not  called  with  it  yet.  Took  mortgage 
on  Fred,  his  other  horse,  wagon  and  harness  for  $50,  payable  Oct.  1st,  1890o  I  am 
afraid  he  will  be  slow  pay.  We  have  no  help  yet  excepting  ourselves.  The  girls 
husked  while  the  weather  was  good.  Your  mother  wishes  you  to  get  a  box  of  Pills  and 
that  you  take  a  dose  when  necessary.  She  meant  to  have  given  you  a  box.  We  have  not 
been  anywhere  to  get  any  news,  there  are  none  that  I  know  of.  The  girls  or  Will  will 
write  in  a  few  days.  We  are  all  well,  write  often. 

Your  affectionate  Father, 

Andrew  Boss 
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(Postscript  to  letter  of  Nov.  3,  1889  from  Andrew  Boss  II  to  Andrew  Boss  II, 

The  well  don’t  give  us  enough  water.  Have  been  once  to  the  creek  for  a  * 

found  your  Hoad  Book  in  the  town  chest  this  morning.  . 6 
teing  paid.  I  suppose  that  they  are  all  paid  unless  it  is  the  Bxil 
Please  write  at  once  and  let  me  know  so  that  I  can  mark  it  pax  agains 
worked  their  land  tax.  It  is  only  the  land  road  tax  that  I  want.  They 
returned  to  the  Auditor  on  or  before  Nov.  1.  I  send  all  hut  yours  this  ho  ay 

morning. 


(Andrew  Boss  III  to  Andrew  Boss  II) 


St.  Anthony  Park 
.  St.  Paul,  Minnesota 
November  19,  1889 

Dear  Father:  1 

I  rec’d  your  letter  today  and  I  got  the  money  from  Prof.  Batten  as  I  didn’t 
have  time  to  go  to  Minneapolis  and  he  was  going  anyway  so  I  made  it 
I  will  try  and  get  along  now  without  calling  on  you.  I  have  got  a  steady  job  mik¬ 
ing  and  about  three  hours  a  day,  and  I  guess  I  will  get  12s^  an  hour ,  an 
work  Mondays  to  I  guess.  So  you  see  I  can  pretty  near  make  my  board. 

Walter  Fields  came  yesterday,  I  went  to  St.  Paul  to  meet  him.  I  am  rooming  with 
him  now.  W.  Jacobs  likes  to  spree  it  to  much  to  suit  me.  He  goes  to  tom  "kenever 
he  can  get  away.  His  father  was  up  to  St.  Paul  a  week  ago  and  he  said  you  were  haul 
ing  water  again.  Tell  the  girls  to  keep  up  their  courage  and  stick  to  the  corn, 
hope  you  have  some  help  by  this  time. 

I  had  sick  spell  Fri.  night  but  the  Professor  doctered  me  up  so  that  I  was 
around  the  next  day.  * 

Well  I  will  have  to  close  as  it  is  near  10  o’clock  and  I  have  to  get  up  at  5 

and  go  and  milk.  t  . 

Tour  affectionate  son. 


;  i  0  - 


Andrew 


..  4  (To  Andrew  Boss  III  from  his  Mother) 

t  •  j  Zumbro  Falls,  Minnesota 

December  1,  1889 

Dear  Son  Andrew: 

I  should  have  answered  your  letter  before  this  but  have  been  busy.  The  days 
are  so  short.  We  don’t  get  much  done,  we  still  have  two  days  standing  corn  and  then 
the  shocked  corn.  We  have  had  splendid  weather  for  it  and  they  have  all  felt  good. 
We  have  had  no  help  but  Fred  Anding.  He  has  helped  10  or  12  days.  We  .g?t .  *1? 
Thanksgiving  but  it  was  to  cold  to  work.  We  expected  them  back  tonight  but  they 
have  not  come  yet.  Hope  they  will.  School  commenced  last  Monday.  The  < chiidren 
like  to  go  but  will  have  to  help  this  week  yet.  The  teacher  boards  at  Mrs.  0  Har 
Had  a  very  small  school  last  week.  We  had  turkey  Thanksgiving  but  the  young  folks 
did  not  take  in  the  dance.  There  was  a  big  one  at  Zumbro  Falls.  About  90  num  e 
sold.  The  girls  are  waiting  for  Christmas.  Think  they  will  have  new  dresses  and 

a  big  time  then.  ,  '  .  ...  /  .  r  ; 
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Dick  Walters  was  here  today.  Everybody  is  digging  wells, 
look  the  cattle  at  the  other  place  down  to  the  crick  today.  We 
to  Mrs.  Anding's  well. 


Water  is  very  scarce 
drove  the  cows  over 


.1 


I  hope  that  you  like  the  school  as  well  as  ever  and  suppose  that  you  will  he 
able  to  tell  us  something  about  dairying  when  you  come  down.  We  got  the  pictures 
all  right  and  think  they  are  good.  There  is  lots  I  want  to  say  but  it  is  not  worth 
putting  on  paper.  Write  and  tell  us  when  you  will  be  down  so  that  we  can  meet  you 
at  Lake  City.  Wo  more  at  present. 

But  remain  your  mother, 

......  Janet  Boss 


{Andrew  Boss  II  to  Andrew  Boss  III) 

*!  Zumbro  Falls,  Minnesota 

Feb.  1,  1890 

My  Dear  Soni  .  . . 

Your  letter  of  Jan.  26th  received  *£he  other  day.  Glad  to  hear  from  you  and 
that  you  are  well  and  that  you  are  getting  along  all  right  in  your  studies.  In  re¬ 
gard  to  what  you  will  do  after  the  school  closes  you  will  have  to  rely  mostly  on 
your  own  judgment  as  to  what  is  best.  I  think  we  will  bo  able  to  get  along  all  right 
and  if  I  have  to  do  some  hiring  I  will  make  out  to  pay  for  it  some  way  as  soon  as  j 
the  work  is  done  which  I  am  afraid  would  not  be  the  case  if  you  were  here  steady. 

It  seems  to  take  all  to  keep  things  running.  Have  been  at  Lake  City  once  since  you 
was  here.  Sold  8  pigs  at  $3.15  and  they  didn’t  come  to  much.  Paid  Wise  $22.00  on 
the  corn  planter  and  it  took  the  balance  to  pay  Kennedy's  shoe  bill.  If  you  can  get 
a  good  job  for  next  summer  where  you  are  perhaps  you'd  better  take  for  I  think 
Farmers  will  be  pretty  hard  up  in  this  neighborhood.  When  you  get  ready  to  do  some¬ 
thing  for  yourself  I  will  be  willing  to  help  you  what  I  can  if  I  be  in  circumstances 
to  do  so.  I  hope  to  have  some  things  in  shape  next  fall  so  Willie  can  do  something 
for  himself  if  he  wishes  to.  He  also  ought  to  have  a  chance  at  school  and  I  think 
you'd  better  calculate  to  put  in  next  winter  at  your  present  school.  Will  got  Fritz 
Anding  to  help  haul  wood  from  our  timber  lot.  They  went  2  days  last  week  and  4  days 
this  week  but  we  had  quite  a  snow  Thursday  so  that  the  roads  are  spoiled  for  the 
present.  Bess  and  Jean  were  quite  sick  in  the  beginning  of  the  week.  Guess  it  was 
Gripe.  Bess  is  all  right  now  and  Jean  mostly  so.  There  is  a  good  deal  of  sickness 
around.  Mrs.  Briddell  was  buried  last  Sunday.  Would  like  one  of  your  Blooded  Bulls 
another  season  but  can't  buy  anything  at  present.  If  you  can't  get  a  job  for  next 
summer  to  suit  you,  of  course  you  are  welcome  to  come  home  any  time.  I  trust  you 
will  write  to  me  again  ere  long  and  that  this  will  find  you  well. 

Your  affectionate  Father, 

.  Andrew  Boss 

'  *.  (To  Andrew  Boss  III  from  his  Mother) 

*  "  *  i  . 

Zumbro  Falls,  Minnesota 
March  2,  1890 

Dear  Andrew: 

I  think  it  is  about  time  for  me  to  send  you  a  few  lines.  If  I  don't  send  so 
many  letters  as  some  of  the  rest  it  is  not  because  I  don't  think  of  you.  The  child¬ 
ren  send  you  all  the  news  and  Father  the  business  so  there  is  not  much  for  me  to 
write  about.  The  children  are  all  well  and  I  hope  that  this  finds  you  the  same. 


<&> 
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I  was  some  disappointed  when  I  heard  that  you  was  not  coning  hone  for  the  summer* 
There  is  so  much  to  he  done  in  the  spring  I  don’t  see  how  we  will  get  along.  But 
perhaps  it  is  for  the  "best.  Will  says  that  you  are  coming  down  home  for  a  week  when 
school  is  out.  You  had  better  bring  your  things  and  get  them  fixed  up  if  you  have 
any  left.  You  don’t  say  that  you  have  got  any  new  pants  yet.  Do  you  have  enough  to 
get  along?  If  you  need  anything  let  us  know.  I  am  glad  that  you  are  getting  along 
nicely  in  your  studys.  Your  standing  was  good.  Will  took  down  nine  hogs  yesterday. 
Got  3.50  for  them.  They  went  about  250  apiece.  Our  horses  have  all  had  the  dis¬ 
temper  and  look  bad  but  they  are  beginning  to  feel  better.  We  have  8  fresh  cows  and 
are  making  some  butter  again.  We  only  get  15^  for  it.  Marcia  and  Gus  were  over  two 
weeks  ago.  They  were  all  well  but  Mrs.  Lamb,  she  has  a  felon  on  her  thumb. 

The  supervisors  meet  Tuesday.  Will  went  to  the  debate  last  night  and  said  that 
they  had  a  good  time.  Lots  there.  The  debaters  were  Mr.  Lynch,  L.  O'Hara  and  S. 
Potter.  We  bought  some  wood  of  Mr.  Price.  Got  some  of  it  home.  The  roads  were  so 
icy  it  stopped  there  hauling  but  we  have  more  snow  and  I  guess  they  will  get  it  home 
now. 

Jim  feels  quite  big  over  his  letter.  Sandy  sent  one  and  David  was  trying  to 
write  today  but  can’t  make  it  go  right.  John  can  only  write  cat  and  of  course  it 
would  not  do  to  send  that.  Hoping  to  hear  from  you  soon,  I  remain  your  mother, 

Janet  Boss 

•J-*  J  .  •  •'  »  -  -r 

(Andrew  Boss  II  to  Andrew  Boss  III) 

Zumbro  Falls,  Minnesota 
March  19,  1890 

Dear  Andrew:  ~  . 

I  intended  to  have  written  you  before  this  time  in  answer  to  your  letter  of 
Feb.  9th  but  as  I  had  nothing  in  particular  to  say  and  some  of  the  others  were  writ¬ 
ing  and  hearing  from  you  I  delayed  it. 

You  say  that  you  can  get  a  job  where  you  are.  If  you  think  you  are  likely  to 
get  along  all  right  perhaps  you  had  better  take  it  if  the  wages  are  satisfactory. 
There  is  probably  a  better  chance  for  you  to  learn  more  about  farming  and  business 
where  you  are  than  you  would  find  in  most  places  and  by  attending  strictly  to  your 
duties  you  may  make  yourself  so  useful  to  them  that  they  would  not  like  to  get  along 
without  you  and  in  another  year  give  you  an  advance  in  pay  and  position.  A  young 
man  is  generally  looked  upon  as  being  better  if  he  is  not  knocking  about  from  place 
to  place.  Of  course,  as  I  said  before,  you  will  have  to  rely  mostly  upon  your  own 
judgment  as  to  what  is  best  for  you  to  do.  I  bought  100  bushel  of  wheat  from  Bill 
French  for  seed,  !7e  got  it  home  yesterday.  Think  of  putting  the  plowed  land  on  the 
forty  and  that  on  the  Cammish  place  into  wheat.  That  will  be  about  67  acres.  Will 
sow  oats  and  barley  on  the  corn  stubble  at  home*  It  will  likely  be  April  before  we 
get  at  work.  We  have  had  rather  bad  luck  with  some  of  the  hogs.  Had  4  sow  pigs  and 
got  only  one  pig  and  lost  one  of  the  sows,  also  lost  3  last  fall  and  2  last  spring 
pigs  from  some  disease.  The  others  seem  to  be  all  right  now.  Two  sows  had  pigs  las 
night  and  the  night  before  they  had  15.  We  are  milking  10  cows  and  have  6  calves. 
Tied  up  the  2-3  year  old  steers  and  Jerry  the  other  day.  Think  we  can  have  them  goc 
beef  before  grass  cattle  come  on.  Jerry  is  pretty  good  now  but  they  won’t  pay  much 
for  a  stag.  Mabey  said  he  would  bring  $1.50  in  St.  Paul.  If  it  was  not  so  late  in 
the  season  we  would  butcher  him  -and  take  care -of  him  ourselves.  Have-  plenty  of  feed 
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I  don't  know  of  any  news  hereabouts  that  would  interest  you.  Bill  French  took 
a  load  of  hogs  to  Lake  City  yesterday  at  $3.60.  Can  you  tell  the  time  when  “Fran" 
should  foal?  She  is  the  only  one  with  colt.  All  our  horses  and  colts  excepting  the 
team  we  used  have  had  the  distemper  pretty  "bad  hut  they  are  over  it  all  right  now. 

I  believe  we  are  all  in  ordinary  good  health.  Sandy  had  one  of  his  "wheezy"  spells 
the  other  night.  He  is  around  again.  John  tumbled  off  David's  hack  and  skinned 
the  end  of  Ids  nose.  Hope  thi3  finds  you  well.  Write  soon. 


1 


Tour  affectionate  father, 

» 

Andrew  Boss 


GRADUATING  SPEECH  OF  ANDREW  BOSS 
1891 


IMPROVEMENT  IN  AGRICULTURE 


That  there  is  need  of  improvement  in  the  condition  of  our  farmers  is  evident 
to  even  the  most  casual  observer,  and  as  the  future  welfare  of  our  country  depends 
greatly  on  them  it  behooves  us  if  possible  to  find  a  remedy  for  this  condition. 

In  looking  the  whole  field  over  there  seems  to  be  no  sure  way  out  of  present  trouble 
than  through  a  practical  agricultural  education,  one  that  will  enable  them  to  think 


more,  see  more  and  accomplish  more  at  less  eapense  of  time  and  money. 


Improve  their  knowledge  of  the  business  in  which  they  are  engaged  and  the  im¬ 
provement  of  their  farms  will  soon  become  apparent. 


Too  many  work  in  a  slipshod  manner  without  plan  or  system  putting  in  fourteen 
or  sixteen  hours  work  each  day  and  still  not  accomplishing  as  much  as  the  man  who 
clearly  lays  his  plans  before  hand  and  carries  them  out  systemically  with  half  the 
work. 


Those  who  are  so  well  satisfied  with  themselves  but  certain  that  the  world  is 
out  joint  are  nearly  always  behind  with  their  work  and  go  on  from  year  to  year, 
wasting  time  and  strength  in  useless  drudgery.  By  a  little  careful  study  and  read¬ 
ing  they  would  get  a  knowledge  of  principles  and  adopt  improved  methods,  thus 
lightening  their  labor  and  bettering  results. 


Manufacturers  work  their  business  up  to  scientific  standards  and  the  one  who 
can  make  the  article  upon  which  his  livelihood  depends,  most  cheaply  will  succeed 
and  leave  fogy  competitors  to  grumble  at  the  hardness  of  times  and  curse  their  un¬ 
lucky  stars. 


? 

i 


Studying  the  soil  to  discover  what  elements  of  fertility  are  lacking,  planning 
for  the  proper  rotation  of  crops,  and  the  kind  and  amount  of  seed  to  sow  would  be 
better  than  spending  one's  time  at  the  grocery  or  grogshop,  playing  cards,  talking 
hard  times,  or  agricultural  depression  and  the  very  distressful  condition  of  farmed' 
in  general.  Ue  would  then  see  neat,  pleasant,  well  tilled  farms,  good  stock  in  col-' 
fortable  quarters,  machinery  carefully  housed  and  everything  giving  evidence  of  ccl.-- 
fort,  prosperity  and  happiness.  Let  him  who  wished  to  improve  spend  his  evenings 
at  home  with  his  family  and  books;  then  will  education  and  happiness  go  hand  in  ha^.- 
and  the  despondency  caused  by  the  mortgages  largely  disappear  and  better  husbandry 
and  more  economical  management  gradually  wipe  out  the  debts. 


;> 
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We  must  adopt  the  course  of  the  successful  business  man  and  make  every  blow 
count  one  toward  the  final  result.  What  is  agriculture  but  manufacture  of  natures 
raw  materials  into  concentrated  merchantable  commodities?  The  man  who  can  assist 
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nature  to  produce  these  most  cheaply  and  put  them  on  the  market  at  the  heet  advan¬ 
tage  is  the  one  who  will  experience  assists  his  brother  farmer  to  a  knowledge  of  the 
concentrated  wisdom  of  both  practical  and  scientific  men  deserves  great  credit  as  a 
public  benefactor. 

To  make  the  most  out  of  hi9  business  the  farmer  must  be  perfectly  familiar  with 
all  the  paths  and  byways  from  the  simple  elements  as  they  exist  in- the  soil  or  air 
to  the  finished  article  as  it  is  turned  out  in  the  various  forms  of  farm  produce. 

Sot  only  must  he  be  familiar  with  all  the  changes  that  go  on  from  beginning  to  end 
of  the  manufacturing  process  but  he  must  also  study  the  adaptation  of  the  location 
to  the  production  and  sale  of  the  article  in  question.  It  would  hardly  be.sensiole 
to  start  a  sawmill  on  the  prairies  of  Kansas  or  a  wheat  farm  in  the  pineries  of 
SiscOnsin  yet  some  farmers  make  .blunders  just  as  ridiculous.  Some  have  an.  idea  that 
a  piece  of  land  is  all  that  is  necessary  in  opening  up  a  farm.  This  is  a  serious 
mistake.  Its  location,  the  composition  and  condition  of  soil  etc.  are  of  the  utmost 
Importance.  .It  is  absolute  folly  to  select  a  homestead  without  first  carefully 
studying  the  soil,  climate  and  markets  in  connection  with  the  line  of  agriculture 
which  the  purposes  to  follow.  It  is  no  small  undertaking  to  become  a  successful 
farmer  in  the  full  sense  of  the  word  and,  the' erroneous  belief  that  anyone  who  is  not 
fit  for  anything  else  can  easily  master  all  its  mysteries  is  fast  giving  way  and  the 
leading  minds  of  the  nation  are  trying  to  solve  the  problem  of  how  to  give  the  ris¬ 
ing  generation  the  best  possible  education  for  the  better  agriculture  which  is  sure¬ 
ly  coming. 

.  -  -  While  great  stress  must  be  lain  on  the  importance  of  a  scientific  education  in 
successfully  carrying  on  a  farm  do  not  think  for  an  instant  that  this  is  all  that  is 
needed.  •  Practical  matters  present  themselves  to  the  farmer  that  would  never  enter 
the  minds  of  the  most  learned  scientists,  matters  that  can  be  learned  only  in  the 
school  of  experience. 

On©  great  source  of  failure  among  farmers  is  the  lack  of  application  and  con¬ 
tinuity.  They  dawdle  with  one  thing  this  year  and  something  else  next  year  and  never 
make  up  their  minds  what  they  want  to  do  until  they  have  failed.  The  only  way  to 
succeed  in  farming  is  to  first  make  up  one's  mind  as  to  what  particular  branch  he 
will  follow  to  study  and  become  familiar  with  it  and  then  push  it  through  to  ultimate 
success. 

One  great  source  of  loss  is  the  lack  of  attention  to  the  details  of  the  businest 
They  may  seem  like  small  things  at  the  time  but  these  little  leaks  will  surely  tliougj 
slowly  sink  the  ship  if  we  are  not  always  on  the  watch  for  them. 

If  we. wish  te.be  successful  as  farmers  we  must  have  first*  an  education  appro-^ 
■priateto  the  vocation,  second  a  practical-  esqperience  in  farm  work,  third  a  habit  o- 
close  observation  and  watchfulness,  and  last  but  not  least,  a  determined  will  to 

succeed.  ...  .1  -  •  .  =,•  .  .» 

.  .  ’  ..  •  .  i  .  -  -  -  i 

:  ....  ANDREW  BOSS,  JR.  . 

...  MINNESOTA  SCHOOL  OF  AGRICULTURE 

•"  . •  '  *  ST.  ANTHONY  PARK,  HALSEY  CO.. , 

-  .  MINNESOTA 

THIS  ADDRESS  WAS  GIVEN  AT  GRADUATION  OF  THE  CLASS  OF  1891,  ON  APRIL  10,  OF  WHICH 
BE  WAS  ONE  OF  THE  vrm;..rRTrRS  AND  VICE-PRESIDENT,  TYING  WITH  MR.  BORCH2RT  FOR  HONOR  OF 
BEING  VALEDICTORIAN.  HOWEVER,  MR.  BOR  CHERT  WON  OUT.  -..  .. 
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(Andrew  Boss  III  to  Andrew  Boss  II) 

'  St.  Anthony  Park 

School  of  Agriculture 

University  of  Minnesota 

May  3,  1891  j 

t  I 

Dear  Fathers 

Well  father  I  am  hack  at  the  State  Farm  once  more  and  partially  initiated  in  my 
new  office.  I  have  almost  got  an  elephant  on  my  hands  I  am  afraid.  Instead  of  fore¬ 
man  I  am  practically  farm  superintendent  and  they  only  plan  for  the  Experimental 
work  and  I  have  to  plan  the  methods  of  doing  the  work  and  run  the  farm  and  look 
after  things  in  general.  I  am  afraid  it  is  going  to  he  pretty  hard  work  for  me  in¬ 
asmuch  a9  Prof.  Smith  has  a  friend  who  is  peculiarly  fitted  for  the  place  and  he 
will  likely  try  me  pretty  thoroughly  the  first  month.  They  are  very  backward  with 
their  work  and  have  no  clearly  defined  plans  for  the  summer  as  yet  which  makes  it 
all  the  harder  for  me.  The  new  director  does  lots  of  talking  hut  the  more  I  see  of 
these  Professors  the  more  I  think  that  talk  is  about  all  they  amount  to. 

■  ! 

I  am  going  to  do  my  best  this  month  and  then  if  I  can’t  stand  the  work  or  don't 
give  satisfaction  I  will  try  something'  else.  I  have  been  almost  disgusted  the  last 
two  days* 

*  '  •  I 

1 

Batten  is  still  here  starting  Prof.  Smith  in  the  right  road.  I  don't  know  how 
much  longer,  he  will,  stay  though. 


I  have  six  men  under  me  at  present  and  they  are  talking  of  hiring  more.  Carroll 
has  six  men  with  him  also  but  he  doesn't  get  along  with  them  very  well  and  I  guess 
he  is  pretty  cranky.  Well  1  guess  that  is  all  for  this  time  and  you  needn't  be 
surprised  to  see  me  coming  home  most  any  time.  I  have  been  pretty  blue  since  I  left 
there.  .  < 

J  Love  to  all. 


Andrew 


(Andrew  Boss  II  to  Andrew  Boss  III) 


1964038 


Zumbro  Falls,  Minn. 
May  14,  1891 


Dear  Andrew: 


Tour  letter  of  the  3rd  inst  I  did  not  receive  until  last  Sat.  night,  I  guess 
you  must  have  been  feeling  somewhat  homesick  when  you  wrote  it  but  I  judge  from  your 
letter  to  your  mother  that  you  are  about  all  right  again.  It  will  take  a  little 
time  for  you  to  get  acquainted  with  the  new  Director  and  the  way  he  expects  you  to 
do  your  part,  so  keep  cool  and  do  the  best  you  can.  Of  course,  don't  be  imposed  upor 
but  be  sure  that  you  are  right  before  you  get  up  on  your  dignity.  I  think  you  will 
get  along  all  right  after  you  understand  Prof.  Smiths  systems  of  business  and  what 
he  expects  and  then  after  a  fair  trial  if  you  can't  get  along  satisfactorily  don't 
stay.  At  the  same  time  I  would  say  that  you  are  looked  upon  as  starting  in  your 
first  position  where  there  is  some  trust  and  responsibility  and  were  you  to  throw 
it  up  except  for  good  cause  it  might  be  thought  by  some  as  a  failure.  It  is  a  grand 
thing  for  a  young  man  to  be  worthy  of  a  good  reputation  and  that  he  has  earned  it  by 
straight  and  upright  methods  and  it  is  hardly  necessary  for  me  to  add  that  whatever 
you  do,  never  do  anything  crooked.  I  would  have  answered  your  letter  sooner  but  the 
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teams  are  plowing  corn  and  will  hardly  get  through  this  week,  hut  we  are  going  to 
the  Falls  this  morning  with  "butter.  The  weather  is  very  dry  there  has  been  no  rain 
since  you  left  and  it  don't  look  like  rain.  It  is  very  slow  plowing  the  ground  is 
so  bard  it  is  like  cast  iron  where  the  wheat  was  first  sown  and  I  don't  think  the 
-heat  we  first  sewed  looks  as  good  as  it  did  when  you  left.  I  went  over  and  saw 
Coorge  Watson.  He  has  been  a  very  sick  man  but  was  then  slightly  better  The  last^ 
time  we  heard  from  Mrs.  Walters  she  was  not  much  better  and  not  able  to  be  up.  Well 
I  must  start  to  the  Falls.  We  are  all  well  and  hope  this  finds  you  well  and  feeling 
and  getting  along  all  right.  Write  soon. 

«  Tour  affectionate  father, 

Andrew  Boss 


(Andrew  Boss  III  to  one  of  his  sisters) 

St.  Anthony  Park 

L' T  .  August  23,  1891 

•  •:  r.  ;  .  ..o  c  t 

Dear  Sisters 

_  f 

This  is  Sunday  again  and  I  will  have  to  write  to  some  one  so  I  will  begin  on  you 

We  had  a  big  rain  here  Wednesday  night  and  it  has  been  showery  ever  since  but 
I  guess  we  will  have  some  good  weather  now  if  you  folks  put  off  the  threshing. 

I  heard  all  about  it  if  you  wouldn’t  write  to  some  one  about  it.  I  suppose 
some  of  you  will  write  today  and  let  me  know  whether  I  can  come  home  next  Saturdc / 
or  not.  I  think  I  will  come  anyway  whether  you  come  after  me  or  not.  The  only 
that  will  keep  me  will  be  having  threshers.  We  expected  them  the  first  of  the  wee:.: 
but  the  rain  has  put  them  back  some  I  expect. 

You  were  very  particular  to  have  me  ask  about  Will’s  new  girl  but  you  never 
said  a  word  about  your  new  fellow.  The  one  you  went  to  Rest  Island  with,  I  mean^. 

How  is  George  anyway?  I  had  a  letter  from  both  Arthur  and  Dick  this  week  and  ATvhu 
says  Will  is  "smelling"  around  John  Disney’s  pretty  strong.  He  thinks  Will  is  gei":, 
to  try  them  all  and  then  take  his  pick.  He  says  he  has  had  two  of  them  out  alreauyc 

9 

You  wanted  to  know  if  I  got  any  apples  to  eat  this  simmer.  I  only  got  a  few 
half  rotten  ones  once  in  a  while  but  I  am  going  to  have  some  next  Sunday  fresh  from 
the  tree.  And  plums  too. 

Dick  said  they  were  going  black  berrying  today  but  he  didn’t  know  which  way 
they  would  go.  I  am  going  over  to  the  fairgrounds  after  dinner  and  if  I  find  any 
news  I  will  put  an  addition  on  this. 

The  fair  opens  two  weeks  from  tomorrow  and  the  Exposition  Wed.  Are  you  going 
to  come  up? 

;  ,  •  ..  .  .  •  .* 

I  took  a  load  of  hogs  out  to  the  Twin  City  Stock  Yards  Friday  and  got  $5A0  for 
them.  That  is  the  way  to  make  money  for  the  State. 

Your  brother, 

Andrew 

P.  S.  Tell  Will  that  I  was  over  to  the  fair  grounds  and  asked  for  a  job  for  him  and 
Suprt.  Cross  took  his  name  and  said  he  would  keep  him  in  mind  and  let  him  know  ® 
found  a  job  for  him. 


-  dot  *  v'aa  Jb-.I  •.  :1m*  «  4  >S  io\*o  r. v,.  t  r  :1  •  .1  ,? 
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(Andrew  Boss  III  to  one  of  his  sisters) 


Sear  Sister) 


St.  Anthony  Park 
Oct.  28,  91 


I  have  changed  my  mind  hack  again  and  will  not  come  home  till  a  week  from 
Triday  so  if  you  have  made  up  your  mind  to  go  out  home  this  week  don*  t  wait  for  me. 

Prof.  &  Mrs.  Smith  are  cleaning  house  today  and  am  going  to  move  in  Sat, 

I  guess. 

I  think  they  will  fire  McLaughlin  some  time  next  week  and  we  will  "board  at  the 
school  house  till  they  kill  off  the  roaches  and  bedbugs. 

I  had  a  fine  ride  with  the  cattle  that  night.  I  rode  in  the  car  with  them  till 

I  got  to  Red  Wing  then  I  got  in  to  the  Caboose0  Got  to  St.  Paul  at  3  o'clock  and 

waited  there  till  five  then  I  rode  over  to  the  Transfer  and  walked  home.  I  got  here 

just  in  time  for  breakfast,  then  I  had  to  take  a  couple  of  men  and  go  back  after  the 

cows.  This  is  pretty  poor  paper  to  write  letters  on  but  this  all  I  have  got  so  it 
will  have  to  do. 

•  4  •  7  V  •  •  •  * 

I  haven't  any  news  to  tell  so  I  will  close  for  this  time  hoping  to  see  you  a 
week  from  Friday.  .  , 

.  Your  brother  e  ...... 

Andrew 


MARRIED  i  . 

BOSS  -  LAMONT  -  At  the  home  of  the  bride’s  parents,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Samuel  Lamont  in 
the  town  of  Hyde  Park,  Wabasha  county,  on  Tues.  December  15,  1891,  by  the  Rev.  Silas 
Eazlett  of  Lake  City,  Andrew  Boss  Jr.  of  Ramsey  Co.  Minn,  and  Miss  Evelina  Lamont. 

Mr.  LaMont  and  Mr.  Boss,  parents  of  the  bride  and  grocm  were  among  the  first 
settlers  of  the  town  of  Hyde  Park  and  were  pillars  in  the  framework  of  society. 

Their  children  grew  up  with  them.  Andrew  is  a  young  man  of  rising  distinction  and 
much  beloved  by  all  who  know  him.  His  bride,  Evelina,  is  the  youngest  daughter  in 
the  LaMont  family,  and  last  to  be  given  in  marriage  —  like  the  good  wine  in  the 
feast,  kept  to  the  last  and  none  but  a  Boss  could  have  captivated  her.  The  enter¬ 
tainment  of  the  guests  was  grand  and  princely  and  the  table  groaned  under  its  burden. 
The  union  was  wisely  chosen.  Parents  were  made  joyful  in  their  new  relation;  and 
all  were  happy  and  extended  happy  greetings;  but  the  young  men  were  sad  and  dejected, 
and  to  them  we  tender  our  deep  sympathies  and  will  ready  to  answer  to  their  needed 
calls.  ; ; 

Andrew  is  a  graduate  of  the  Agricultural  college  and  now  acts  as  an  associate 
teacher  and  foreman  on  the  State  farm,  where  they  go  to  make  their  home.  He  is  a 
young  man  for  whom  we  predict  a  bright  future.  His  good  bride  will  be  a  true  help¬ 
mate.  Kay  our  fond  hopes  be  fully  realized  and  our  children  read  their  names  on 
the  enviable  page  of  coming  history.  . 

‘  Taken  from  ZUMBRQ  FALLS  Paper. 
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(Andrew  Boss  III  to  his  mother) 


Sear  Mother: 


St*  Anthony  Park 
April  5th,  1892 


Veil  seeing  I  got  quite  a  "batch  of  letters  some  time  ago  I  guess  I  will  con¬ 
descend  to  write  again  although  I  have  not  quite  forgiven  Jeanie  and  Bessie*  Bessie 
has  not  written  to  me  since  I  got  married  and  Eva  says  maybe  she  thinks  I  wouldn't 
have  time  to  answer  it  "but  I  Trill* 

I  have  "been  looking  for  a  letter  from  father  to  but  have  not  heard  from  him  yet* 

I  will  write  to  him  soon*  We  have  not  done  any  seeding  yet  but  are  all  ready  as 
soon  as  the  fields  dry  up  a  little  more*  We  heard  Gus  had  seeded  some  but  I  guess 
the  rain  would  stop  him. 

*  .  f  •' 

We  have  considerable  rain  here  in  the  past  week*  There  is  not  much  going  on 
now*  excepting  the  finish  of  the  school*..  The  class  graduates  Friday*  Most  of  the 
boys  have  gone  home  now  there  being  only  thirty  left*  Arthur  went  home  last  Saturday* 

Mr*  Wilson  is  going  to  work  here  this  summer* 

;  >  * 

We  got  your  pictures  all  right  only  you  should  have  put  some  paste  board  around  ■ 
them  as  one  corner  of  each  picture  got  broken  off*  I  think  they  are  real  good  and 
am  ever  so  much  obliged  to  you*  •  .* 

Well,  yes,  we  go  to  church  some  times.  That  is  we  have  been  twice  since  you 
went  with  us  but  we  don't  have  so  much  trouble  in  getting  there* 

Will  is  drawing  a  plan  of  the  barn  now  and  after  he  gets  that  done  we  are  going 
to  try  and  get  the  sand  out  of  the  well  and  have  him  do  some  painting  for  us  unless 
you  folks  get  to  wanting  him  worse  than  we  do*  ! 

Well  I  guess  I  will  close  for  this  time  hoping  to  hear  from  you  all  again  soon. 

I  am  going  to  write  David  a  short  letter  and  address  the  envelope  to  him  to 
please  him* 

Eva  is  well  and  sends  her  love  to  all* 

Tour  loving  son, 

•  Andrew 

(To  Andrew  Boss  III  from  his  mother) 

-t"  “  .  i '  f  -  "•  ’  *  *  •'  * r  i  •  =  •  ■  • 

-V  ■  > I- “  .  . ..  -January  26,  1905 

Dear  Andrew  and  Family: 

If  I  don't  get  at  it  this  morning  the  time  will  fly  by  like  the  rest  of  the 
weeks  have  done*  I  have  thought  every  day  for  a  month  I  must  write  Andrew  today* 

I  received  your  long  welcome  letters  and  enjoyed  reading  them  and  think  how  you  must 
have  your  handsful  if  the  short  course  is  done.  The  boys  saw  Mr.  Springer  at  the 
Fells  and  told  them  it  was  fine  and  he  enjoyed  it*  None  of  our  boys  could  see  there 
way  to  come  this  year,  but  David  thinks  he  will  plan  his  work  next  year  so  he  can 
come*  It  has  been  very  cold  here  and  it  is  hard  to  get  help  to  take  one's  place  for 


'WJ—  »■ 
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a  few  days.  I  presume  that  you  are  about  tired  out  after  your  siege*  Remember  you 
might  get  where  I  have  been  and  don't  overdo*  I  think  Mr.  Hays1  work  added  to  your 
work  is  a  good  deal  but  you  will  have  to  have  some  help  and  I  presume  you  can  have 

that  there.  I  hope  you  will  get  along  with  it  all  right.  Am  sorry  that  Hazel  is 

not  so  well.  I  think  you  folks  all  overdo  for  Christmas  and  she  is  growing  so  fast 
now  and  so  far  to  go  to  school.  Wish  you  could  take  some  of  the  rest  that  we  are 
taMng  now.  We  don’t  get  up  till  nine  o’clock  but  .lust  rest.  The  girls  and  boys 
play  Flinch  till  11  or  12  o'clock  some  nights  but  we  don't  let  that  interfere  with 
our  work.  The  boys  have  the  wood  all  home  but  two  loads  and  that  would  have  been 
home  but  it  has  been  blowing  and  drifting  the  last  two  days.  For  myself,  I  just 

take  it  easy.  I  told  Hiss  Be ary  I  wanted  her  for  the  rest  of  this  month.  She  is 

fixing  me  a  wrapper  out  of  an  old  gray  dress  I  had  and  has  touched  up  two  old  black 
dresses  so  I  can  wear  them.  I  eat  and  sleep  well  and  am  better  than  I  ever  expected 
to  be  when  were  down  here  and  feel  that  I  am  getting  stronger  every  day  now.  The 
Doctor  has  been  out  once  since  New  Year's  and  sent  down  some  medicine.  The  truss 

helped  me  but  it  is  very  tiresome  to  wear.  I  fix  that.  I  just  take  it  off  and  put 

it  in  the  bureau  drawer  till  I  get  rested.  I  shall  be  glad  when  it  gets  warm  so  I 
can  get  out.  I  have  a  good  many  callers.  Mrs.  Tomphor  calls  on  the  telephone  but 
I  am  not  strong  enough  to  talk  that  way.  David  wrote  you  the  other  night  but  it  did 
not  suit  him  after  he  got  it  done  and  he  will  try  again  soon  and  tell  .you  of  the. deal 
between  him  and  Jim  about  the  farm.  He  bas  rented  it  for  two  years. 

Had  a  letter  from  Bessie  and  Florence  and  they  enjoyed  their  visit  very  much 
at  the  citys  and  had  a  good  visit  all  around.  She  felt  she  had  been  a  long  time  i 

from  home  but  found  everything  all  right  and  Freddy  had  scrubbed  and  had  roasted 
chicken  when  they  got  home.  .*  * 

Have  you  got  a  girl  yet  and  don’t  Eva  want  Maud  to  do  plane  sewing7  She  can 

cut  and  fit  and  all  she  needs  is  practice.  I  think  she  could  get  her  quite  reason¬ 

able.  She  is  going  to  help  Mrs.  Seivers  a  while  but... mailman  is  coming. 

» 

...  Your  mother,. 

•  ,r -'K'  -  i  y  •  *.  ‘  ’  •  v . "  •  v  '  \  *  -  .  ’  T  i •  i 

Janet  Boss 


OBITUARIES  . 

:  ‘  AKDRET7  BOSS 

1835-1897 

The  above  named  person  died  at  his. home  in  Gillford  township  on  Sunday,  August 
22,  at  the  age  of  62  years,  one  month  and  16  days.  He  had  been  suffering  for  a 
long  time  and  seemed  to  be  beyond  the  aid  of  medical  science.  His  wife  and  children 
were  all  at  home  at  the  time  of  his  death,  the  oldest  son  having  been  summoned  last 

week. 

ANDREW  BOSS,  who  was  one  of  the  most  distinguished  farmers  of  ttabasha  county, 
was  bora  July  6,  1835,  at  Kinross,  Scotland,  and  resided, at  his  birthplace  until  he 
reached  the  age  of  eighteen  years,  when  he  crossed  the  Atlantic  and  came  to  Oneida 
county,  N.  Y.  He  afterwards  removed  to  Janesville,  Wis.,  in  1857,  where  he  remained 
until  1863,  at  which  time  he  came  to  Minnesota  and  settled  on  a  farm  of  his  purchase 
in  the  town  of  Gillford,  this  county.  'Ever  since  then,  up  to  the  time  of  his  death, 
he  has  resided  in  Gillford,  this  county.  Deceased  has  always  been' numbered  among 
the  most  enterprising  and  active  men  in  his  locality,  and  has  held  the  office  of 
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clerk  in  his  resident  town  for  nearly  twenty-five  years*  He  was  once  elected  to  the 
state  legislature,  having  occupied  the  office  of  representative  during  the  tern  of 

1871  and  *72* 

. 

Deceased  leaves  a  wife,  Jeanette  Boss,  and  nine  children,  all  of  them  "being 
residents  of  this  county,  with  the  exception  of  Andrew  Jr*,  William  and  Jean,  who  are 
at  the  Agricultural  College  at  St*  Anthony  Park,  Minnesota* 

Funeral  services  were  held  from  the  residence  in  Gillford  and  the  remains  were 
laid  to  rest  in  Lincoln  cemetery  on  Wednesday,  Rev*  H*  E*  Young  officiating* 

Oopied  from:  LAZE  CITY  REPUBLICAN 
:  .  August  28,  1897, 

'  ^  '"I  MRS.  JANET  BOSS 
1840-1005 

Mrs*  Jeanet  Boss,  widow  of  the  late  Andrew  Boss,  diet  at  her  home  in  the  town 
of  Gillford  Saturday  evening  after  an  illness  of  eighteen  months  duration* 

The  deceased  had  been  troubled  with  heart  failure  fo:#  some  time,  and  while  her 
health  gradual’!*,'  failed,  she  did  not  suffer  and  her  passing  was  peaceful  and  quiet, 
the  end  coming  as  if  going  to  sleep* 

Miss  Jeanet  Neshit  was  horn  in  Scotland,  65  years  ago,  and  when  eleven  years  of 
age  she  came  with  her  parents  to  America  living  for  a  time  in  New  York,  and  shortly 
afterward  in  Janesville,  Wis,  While  residing  in  the  latter  place  she  was  married  to 
Mr.  Boss  and  in  1863  they  came  to  Minnesota  settling  on  the  farm  in  Gillford  where 
she  gained  the  confidence  and  respect  of  her  neighbors,  all  <f  whom  mourn  her  loss 
and  extend  their  sympathy  to  the  surviving  relatives* 

The  funeral  will  be  held  from  the  home  at  10:30  o*clock  this  forenoon,  the 
Rev*  C*  H*  Plummer,  officiating,  followed  by  interment  in  Lincoln  cemetery* 

The  surviving  relatives  are  six  sons,  Andrew  and  William,  of  St*  Anthony  Park; 
James  of  Gillford;  Alex,  of  Benson,  and  David  and  John,  of  Gillford;  three  daughters, 
Mrs.  A*  H.  Lamb,  of  Oak  Center;  Furs.  J.  E.  Knight,  of  Colgate,  N.  Dak.,  and  Mrs.  E. 

M*  Anding,  of  Chokio,  Minn.,  and  one  brother,  Thomas  Nesbit,  of  Milton  Junction, 

Wis.,  all  of  whom,  including  Mrs.  Wm.  Boss,  of  St*  Anthony  Park,  attended  the 
funeral*  ...  _  ...... 

HOV*  18,  1905*  -.*'1  Zumbro  F^Lls,  Enterprise* 
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BIOGRAPHICAL  SKETCH  OF  THE  LIFE  OF 
ANDREW  BOSS  III 
1B67-1947 

AlffiBEW  BOSS,  JR.  was  torn  June  3,  1867,  son  of  Andrew  Boss  (Kinross,  Scotland, 
and  Lake  City,  Minnesota)  and  Janet  Nisbit  Boss  (near  Glascow,  Scotland)  now  of  Lake 
City,  Minnesota,  Gillford  Township,  Wabasha  County*  i 

* «  !  •  :  \ 

EABLY  LIFE*  When  about  six  years  of  age  he  began  attending  the  district  school 
at  Lincoln  Church*  After  attending  there  for  about  l-g-  years,  a  school  house  was 
built  joining  father*  s.  farm  on  the  .north  ^  mile  from  the  house*  The  district  was 
Imown  as  No*  88*  When  the  school  house  was  completed  he  attended  summer  and  winter 
for  a  few  years  or  until  about  12  years  of  age*  After  that  he  attended  only  in  the 
winter,  working  on  the  farm  summers*  Drove  team  on  plow  and  harrow  regularly  when 
10  years  old. 

’  '  ■  ■  •  ■  .  . 

Took  teacher* s  examination  under  Supt*  A*  J*  Greer  in  1882  when  twelve  years  old 
getting  a  standing  (average)  of  63*  Di*d  not  attempt  to  teach*  Continued  in  school 
during  the  winter  seasons  until  17  years  of  age.  After  that  time  worked  on  the  farm 
winter  and  summer  until  the  fall  of  1889  when  at  the  solicitation  of  S.  M.  Emery  of 
Lake  City,  he  entered  the  School  of  Agriculture  of  the  University  of  Minnesota  on  the 
22nd  day  of  October.  This  was  in  the  sefiond  year  of  the  School* s  existence.  Profes¬ 
sor  W.  W.  Pendergast  was  Principal  and  H*  W.  Brewster,  Assistant  Professor.  Mrs. 

Brewster  was  matron. 

"'*•  .  i.  A  brief  sketch  started  by  himself. 


Highlights  -  ANDREtT  BOSS  III  AS  TOLD  TO  HIS  NIECE,  FLORENCE  ANDING 
'  (DAUGHTER  OF  BESSIE  BOSS) 


In  the  early  morning  of  a  bright  sunny  day  in  June  (3),  1867,  Mrs.  A.  Boss,  of 
Gillford  Township,  Wabasha  County,  Minnesota  gave  birth  to  a  husky  baby  boy  (who  was 
destined  to  become  the  "Grand  Old.  Man  of  Minnesota  Agriculture").  The  birth  in  the 
little  frame  house  on  the  farm  was  attended  by  Dr*  Rogers,  a  small  town  physician 
from  Lake  City,  and  ably  assisted  by  Mrs*  Richard  Camish,  an  English  woman  from  a 
nearby  farm.  Having  been  preceded  by  two  girls,  the  new  baby  boy  was  heartily  wel¬ 
comed  into  the  family  circle.  Boys  were  a  very  necessary  article  in  pioneer  families 
end  the  hearts  of  both  parents  were  filled  with  joy  over  the  newcomer*s  arrival.  The 
fathbr  spent  the  day  planting  his  first  corn  in  Minnesota  sod.  The  planting  was 
accomplished  by  chopping  a  hole  in  the  sod  with  an  axe  and  dropping  a  few  kernels  of 
seed  corn  in  and  then  tamping  down  the  earth  over  it.  I 


In  a  few  short  years  Andrew  III  began  to  grow  interested  in  school  and  his  two 
sisters  took  him  with  them  one  day  for  a -visit.  They  had  a  mile  and  a  half  to  walk 
and  it  whs  qhite  a  trip  for  his  little  legs.  So  much  so  that  after  becoming  tired  of 
sitting  quietly  in  the  school -room  for  some  time,  he  went  outside  and  started  for 
home  but  becoming  tired  he  lay  down  in  an  inviting  clump  of  grass  about  half  way  and 
went  to  sleep.  There  his  sisters  found  him  when  they  came  along  on  their  way  home¬ 
ward  bound.  x 

Because  it  was  too  far  to  walk  to  the  school  house  in  the  cold  and  snowbiocked 
roads  in  the  Minnesota  winters,  the  two  sisters  and  Andrew  attended  a  private  school 
kept  by  Mrs.  John  Sparrell,  a  neighbor  across  the  read  from  their  farm  home.  He  was 
now  past  five  and  going  on  six  and  another  boy.  Will,  and  a  little  sister,  Jenny, 
had  joined  the  family  circle.  Jenny  lived  only  a  very  short  time.  Under  Mrs. 
Sparrell *s  teaching,  he  learned  to  read,  spell  and  do  sums  in  arithmetic.  They 
learned  the  multiplication  table  to  the  tune  of  "Yankee  Doodle". 


i 


Mrs#  Sparrell  was  a  cautious  and  careful  housekeeper  as  well  as  a  thorough 
teacher,  and  so  the  scholars  were  asked  to  "bring  their  own  chairs  with  them  each  day. 
Chairs  not  being  too  plentiful  in  the  home,  the  boys  and  girls  were  by  necessity  com¬ 
pelled  to  carry  their  chairs  to  and  from  school  in  order  that  they  might  have  a  place 
to  sit  at  home  as  well  as  in  the  class  room.  Mrs.  Sparrell  was  a  Boston  Yankee  who 
received  no  pay  for  her  tutoring  of  eight  or  nine  pupils  other  than  the  joy  of  good 
fellowship.  Always  a  good  speller,  Andrew  soon  found  himself  at  the  top  of  his 
class  with  the  exception  of  "a  girl",  DeEtt  Phillips,  who  could  best  him  at  times, 
much  to  his  disgust.  He  was  now  about  ten  or  twelve  years  of  age  and  went  to  school 
at  Lincoln.  He  won  two  books  as  prizes  of  being  the  best  speller  in  his  class;  one 
was  "Miles  Standi sh";  the  other  "Tales  of  a  Grandfather."  This  occurred  at  what  was 
referred  to  as  the  "home"  school.  The  "Home"  school  was  the  result  of  the  organizar- 

tion  of  a  new  district,  #88,  in  the  year  of _ .  This  school  house  was  located 

on  the  southeast  corner  of  the  George  Harridon  eighty  and  just  a  half  mile  from  the 
Boss  home. 

The  enrollment  was  never  large,  eighteen  or  twenty  girls  and  boys  being  about 
the  largest  attendance  at  any  time.  Two  teachers  were  men,  but  all  the  others  were 
women.  Among  them  were  Evelyn  Poster,  Alice  Ingalls,  Miss  Gillette.  Miss  Gillette 
was  an  excellent  teacher  of  grammer.  Jeanette  Forrest  boarded  at  the  Bosses  when 
she  taught  her  term  at  District  88.  Her  father  was  the  shoe  dealer  in  Lake  City  and 
it  was  there  that  Andrew  bought  his  first  pair  of  copper-toed  boots.  The  boots  were 
something  to  be  remembered  in  the  mind  of  a  six  or  seven  year  old  boy,  and  he  still 
remembers  the  thrill  of  that  wonderful  pair  of  shoes! 

When  the  grade  school  was  finished,  Andrew  was  about  17.  Prom  that  time  until 
the  fall  of  1889,  Andrew  was  employed  on  the  farm  both  winter  and  summer.  On 
October  18,  1889,  he  entered  the  School  of  Agriculture  at  University  Farm,  St.  Paul, 
Minnesota,  then  just  entering  on  its  second  year  of  service  to  the  state. 

...  •  'i  •  V , 

FARM  STUDENTS'  REVIEW 

St.  Anthony  Park,  Minnesota 

i  (  ,  > 

Vol.VXI,  No.  4~  May,  1902 

Professor  Andrew  Boss 

Prof.  Andrew  Boss  was  born  in  Wabasha  County,  Minnesota,  June  3rd,  1867.  His 
father,  Hon.  Andrew  Boss,  emigrated  in  early  manhood  from  Edinburgh,  Scotland.  He 
first  came  to  New  York  and  later  to  Janesville,  Wisconsin  where  he  served  for  some 
years  as  city  clerk.  He  was  married  to  Miss  Janette  Nesbitt,  who  had  emigrated  from 
Glasgow,  Scotland  when  yet  a  small  girl#  Having  been  brought  up  on  a  Scottish  farm, 
he  moved  to  Wabasha  County,  Minnesota  nearly  40  years  ago,  and  in  spite  of  a  slight 
lameness  began  farming.  Besides  holding  local  offices,  he  was  a  member  of  the  lower 
house  of  the  state  legislature  in  the  early  seventies.  He  died  in  1898,*  leaving  a 
fine  farm,  which  the  mother,  aided  by  her  younger  sons,  has  since  managed.  Several 
of  Andrew's  brothers  have  creditably  followed  him  through  the  School  of  Agriculture 
and  are  now  thrifty  young  farmers,  of  Wabasha  County,  while  one,  Wm.  Boss  is  an 
associate  in  the  faculty  of  the  Minnesota  School  of  Agriculture. 

Professor  Boss  had  the  early  advantage  of  joining  his  primary  school  work  with 
the  life  and  duties  on  a  good  farm  and  in  a  good  farm  home.  Being  the  oldest  boy  in 
a  large  family,  Andrew  early  shared  with  his  father  the  leadership  in  the  farm  work 
and  farm  management.  After  seriously  considering  law,  medicine,  and  other  professions# 
he  decided  to  attend  the  Minnesota  School  of  Agriculture,  where  he  was  graduated  in 
1891.  His  record  here  was  such  that  he  was  chosen  foreman  of  University  Farm,  which 
position  he  held  from  1891  to  1893,  since  which  time  he  has  been  assistant  in  Agri- 
•  Error  Should  be  1897* 
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culture,  assuming  entire  charge  of  the  division  during  the  summer  of  1899,  when  the 
agriculturist  was  in  Europe  on  leave  of  absence.  During  his  service  as  assistant  in 
agriculture.  Professor  Boss  has  pursued  advanced  studies  in  agriculture,  livestock, 
chemistry,  etc.  and  has  attended  a  short  term  in  livestock  judging  at  the  Iowa 
.Agricultural  College.  At  the  recent  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Regents,  he  was  elected 
associate  professor  of  agriculture,  in  charge  of  livestock.  To  succeed  Prof.  Thomas 
Shaw  in  the  leadership  of  the  livestock  work  in  the  college  and  experiment  station 
is  no  small  honor.  Cooperation  recently  arranged  between  the  U.  S.  Department  of 
Agriculture  and  the  Minnesota  Station  is  aiding  to  rapidly  complete  the  results  of 
experiments  in  farm  panagement,  crop  rotation,  pastures,  etc.,  in  which  Professor 
Boss  has  had  a  long  start,  and  associating  the  agricultural  and  livestock  work  will 
be  of  great  benefit  in  this  very  important  class  of  experimentation  and  instruction. 
Andrew  Boss  was  one  of'  the  promoters  of  The  Parm  Students'  Review,  and  has  acted  in., 
the  capacity  of  managing  editor,  business  manager, land  general  advisor.  Many  arti¬ 
cles  have  appeared  in  its  columns  from  his  pen,  part  of  which  have  appeared  over  his 
signature.  He  has  written  numerous  articles  for  other  agricultural  papers,  and  has 
given  a  number  of  addresses  before  societies  interested  in  agriculture. 

Few  men  are  stronger  in  their  ability  to  make  friends  than  Andrew  Boss.  None 
love  him  more  than  those  working  nearest  ta  him,  whether  as  his  superior  officers  or 
as  his  helpers,  or  those  in  co-partnership  with  him.  He  stands  before  a  school 
community  as  a  good  strong  man,  not  contentious,  but  growing  from  year  to  year,  his 
own  merit  building  him  up.  Prof.  Boss'  training  in  experiment  work  has  been  contin¬ 
uous  and  strenuous  for  the  past  ten  years.  For  some  years  as  foreman  and  later  as 
assistant  in  agriculture,  he  had  immediate  charge  of  extensive  experiments  in  field 
crops,  soils,  tillage,  farm  management,  and  crop  rotation,  and  had  much  to  do  with 
experiments  in  breeding,  testing  and  disseminating  field  seeds.  He  has  been  assoc¬ 
iated  in  publishing  numerous  bulletins  from  the  Division  of  Agriculture  on  field  crops 
and  farm  management,  and  other  publications  for  which  data  is  now  largely  in  hand  and 
will  be  published  .by  him  alone  or  in  association  with  other  members  of  the  Division 
of  Agriculture.  He  has  experiments  well  in  hand  in  the  handling  of  meats  and  judging 
livestock  carcasses.  He  began  teaching  in  the  School  of  Agriculture  nearly  ten  years 
ago.  Besides  carrying  part  of  the  classes  in  introductory  agriculture  and  rural 
engineering  and  in  field  crops  and  farm  management,  he  developed  strong  lines  of 
instruction  in  farm  machinery,  in  handling  grain,  and  in  the  slaughter  and  care  of 
meats.  In  this  last  named  subject,  he  has  done  an  important  pioneer  work  entirely 
new  to  American  agricultural  pedigogics.  The  regents  and  the  state  have  recognized 
his  success  in  this  line  by  erecting  a  complete  abattoir  with  class  rooms,  laboratory, 
mechanical  cold  storage  plant  and  other  accessories  necessary  for  teaching  and  exper¬ 
iment  work  with  meats.  Given  a  chance  at  livestock  subjects,  he  soon  gained  a  strong 
position  in  livestock  lines  and,  when  the  .leadership  of  this  work  in  the  department 
was  vacated,  he  was  the  logical  successor.  In  the  words  of  a  prominent  livestock 
man,  "He  has  earned  it."  • 

•  ..  V  -4  . 

Few  appreciate  the  wonderful  advantages  being  offered  to  technical  men  for  effec¬ 
tive  service  to  the  farmers  of  the  state  and  country.  The  impetus  is  one  to  build 
up  our  farm  homes  and  our  farm  business.  Agricultural  colleges  and  experiment, 
stations  everywhere  are  pushing  forward  as  never  before,  and  the  national  Department 
of  Agriculture  is  growing  by  leaps  and  bounds.  .  -  - 

~  *  l  -  .  ’ 

Establishing  a  new  man  in  an  .important  line  of  university  and  experiment  station 
work  is  a  matter  of  moment,  and  the  farmers  of  the  state  will  appreciate  the  recent 
action  of  the  Board  of  Regents  in  promoting  one  of  the  products  of  Minnesota's  School 
of  Agriculture  to  a  professorship  in  the  University.  , 


V.  If.  Hays 


' 
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Kansas  State  Agricultural  College 
Manhattan,  Kansas 
Office  of  the  President 

April  18,  1927 

Professor  Andrew  Boss  ...  .  > 

University  Farm 
St*  Paul,  Minnesota 

Dear  Professor  Boss:- 

Our  Council  of  Deans,  with  the  approval  of  the  Board  of  Regents  have  voted  to 
offer  you  on  "behalf  of  the  Kansas  State  Agricultural  College,  the  honorary  degree  of 
Lr»  of  Science,  in  recognition  of  your  work  in  the  development  of  the  science  of  farm 
management  and  of  your  many  contributions  to  the  welfare  of  American  Agriculture  and 
rural  life,  as  a  teacher  and  investigator  at  the  University  of  Minnesota* 


This  institution  always  has  been  very  conservative  in  offering  honorary  degrees* 
As  I  recall  it,  only  one  such  degree  has  been  conferred  within  the  past  five  or  six 
years*  This  year  we  are  offering  three :  one  to  you,  and  one  to  each  of  two  Kansans 
who  have  distinguished  themselves  in  Entomology  and  Botany,  respectively  in  the  past 
forty  years. 


The  degrees  are  to  be  conferred  at  the  Commencement  Exercises  here,  in  the  fore¬ 
noon  on  Thursday,  June  2*  I  trust  that  you  will  accept  our  offer  and  that  you  will 
be  present  at  the  time  stated  to  receive  the  degree.  It  will  be  a  delight  for  us  to 
honor  you  and  our  doing  so  will  reflect  credit  upon  this  institution. 

will  you  please  let  me  know  at  your  early  convenience  whether  you  can  arrange 
to  be  here  on  June  2?  Your  being  here  need  not  require  to  exceed  three  days  absence 
from  your  home*  If  you  are  in  a  hurry  you  could  leave  here  immediately  after  the 
Commencement  exercises  on  June  2nd  and  reach  Minneapolis  the  next  morning  about 
8  o'clock. 


With  all  good  wishes,  I  am 

-  ..i  -v  Very  truly  yours, 

(Signed)  F.  D.  Farrell 
'  •  _  c:  ►  :  —  -  President 


Dr*  Andrew  Boss 
University  Farm 
St«  Paul,  Minn. 


Tort  Atkinson,  Wisconsin 
Dec.  12,  1929 


Dear  Andrew: 


You  perhaps  did  not  know  the  situation  in  which  I  was  placed  the  night  of  your 
dinner.  It  seemed  to  me  that  recognizing  the  service  of  anyone  did  not  call  for 
stories  or  facetious  remarks.  In  view  of  this  I  carefully  prepared  a  statement  con¬ 
cerning  your  work  which  was  supposed  to  be  delivered  in  less  than  ten  minutes,  as  I 
had  been  warned  at  least  twice  that  Dean  Coffey  and  I  were  not  to  occupy  more  than 
fifteen  or  twenty  minutes. 


i  l.j  ..  > 


"  «.  3-  i 
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On  arriving  at  the  Saddle  and  Sirloin  Club  I  was  told  that  I  must  keep  the 
occasion  from  drifting  into  a  funeral  service  and  that  I  must  ditch  my  prepared 
remarks.  This  I  did  and  I  don't  feel  any  too  well  about  the  part  I  played  in  your 
dinner,  but  I  did  attempt  to  do  what  I  was  urgently  requested. 

I  am  enclosing  herewith  what  I  had  prepared, .  not  that  you  would  be  particularly 
Interested  in  it  but  you  may  desire  to  have  it  filed  that  your  grandchildren  or  great 
grandchildren  may  have  a  chance  to  see  what  someone  thought  of  you  who  had  known 
you  since  boyhood. 

With  best  wishes,  I  am 
Sincerely  yours, 

(Signed)  A.  J.  Glover 


A  COPY  OP  THE  ADDRESS  BY  ARTHUR  GLOVER,  FORT  ATKINSON,  WISC. 

AT  THE  SADDLE  AND  SIRLOIN  CLUB  -IN  CHICAGO  AT  THE  OCCASION  OF  THE  ? 

HANGING  OF  ANDREW  BOSS'  PORTRAIT  IN  THE  CLUB  ROOMS.  DECEMBER  1,  1929, 

Andrew  Boss  and  I  have  been  close  friends  since  boyhood,  and  it  is  a  most  de¬ 
lightful  privilege  to  be  given  opportunity  to  participate  in  this  occasion  which  3 

recognizes  the  service  he  has  rendered  agriculture.  .  » 

Our  honored  guest  is  a  pure— bred  Scotchman,  both  his  mother  and  father  immigrate* 
ing  from  Scotland.  This  connotes  physical  strength  and  the  spirit  of  adventure  and 
determination.  His  father  was  a  strong,  vigorous  man,  full  six  feet  in  height.  He 
entertained  a  standard  of  living  and  of  human  relationship  that  indicated  character 
and  that  developed  character.  No  dime  novel,  Saturday  Ledger,  or  Police  Gazette  ever 
entered  his  well  ordered  and  well  managed  farm  home,  but  rather  books  by  such  authors 
as  Scott,  Burns,  Dickens,  and  the  like.  His  mother— would  that  she  could  be  here 
Just  for  a  moment  that  her  radiant  smile  could  touch  this  gathering— would  quickly 
reveal  the  love  and  tenderness  which  actuated  her  life  and  the  atmosphere  in  which 
she  raised  her  children.  A  son  with  that  inheritance  and  environment  has  been  given 
the  elements  and  opportunity  essential  to  success.  •» 

It  was  in  the  fall  of  1888  that  Andrew  Boss  left  his  home  in  Wabasha,  some  12 
miles  south  of  Lake  City,  to  become  a  student  in  the  Minnesota  School  of  Agricultures  - 

This  school  was  a  radical  departure  from  the  educational  system  of  that  time,  for  it 
offered  an  opportunity  to  boys  who  desired  to  become  more  than  ordinary  farmers.  It 
took  some  courage  to  enter  this  school,  for  farming  then  had  not  been  recognized  gen¬ 
erally  as  an  occupation  requiring  intelligence  and  knowledge.  His  leadership  at  that 
time  stimulated  others  to  follow  his  course,  and  in  the  early  years  of  that  school, 
Wabasha  County  had  a  comparatively  large  representation. 

His  formal  schooling  was  finished  in  two  years.  Because  of  his  school  record, 
he  was  taken  on  as  a  member  of  the  Minnesota  Experiment  Station  and  later  he  joined 
the  staff  of  the  College  of  Agriculture  of  the  University  of  Minnesota.  From  that 
day  to  this  the  influence  and  counsel  of  Andrew  Boss  has  been  to  the  faculty  and 
students  as  the  North  Star  is  to  the  traveler.  He  has  shown  steadfastness  to  prin— 

Ciple,  to  the  purpose  of  the  institutions  he  served,  and  to  the  farmers  of  that  groat 
commonwealth.  No  illusion  has  ever  deflected  him  from  the  great  purpose  of  his  lift-- 
that  of  seeking  the  truth  and  disseminating  facts.  This  has  all  been  done  without 
collegiate  training. 
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He  began  as  a  laborer,  and  advanced  soon  to  the  position  of  foreman  of  the 
Uhiversity  Farm.  His  work  here  gained  the  confidence  of  Professor  Willet  M*  Hayes, 
head  of  the  Department  of  Agronomy,  and  he  made  Andrew  Boss  his  assistant*  They 
were  a  good  team*  Professor  Hayes  originated  many  projects  and  built  many  air 
castles,  and  his  assistant  would  either  discard  them  or  carry  them  into  effect* 

Andrew  Boss  later  became  head  of  the  Agronomy  Department  and  without  solicitation 
on  bis  part,  but  with  some  misgivings,  he  was  also  made  head  of  the  Animal  Husbandry 
Department*  In  these  positions  his  versatility  was  brought  to  test*  Farm  Manage¬ 
ment  became  a  prominent  part  of  the  Department  of  Agronomy,  and  about  the  same  time 
a  demand  was  made  for  a  course  in  handling  and  packing  meats  as  pertain  to  the  farm* 
He  became  actively  in  charge  of  the  abattoir  and  wielded  a  wicked  knife  for  several 
years* 

His  accomplishments  are  due  to  an  accurate  and  attentive  mind  directed  to  a 
useful  purpose*  What  he  has  done  shows  clearly  that  colleges  do  not  make  men  but 
help  to  develop  them*  Back  of  his  success  lies  the  home  of  his  childhood,  the  soil 
of  Wabasha  County,  and  the  community  in  which  he  was  reared.  There  was  nothing  un¬ 
usual  about  any  of  these  agencies,  except  his  home,  but  the  man  himself  is  unusual 
and  his  contacts  in  his  early  life  revealed  to  him  the  fundamental  principles  of 
success*  He  knows  the  farm  and  its  problems;  he  understands  the  farmer  and  how  he 
reasons;  and  he  knows  life  and  its  vicissitudes*  The  comprehension  of  these  things 
do  not  alone  make  for  distinction.  Fortunately,  he  supplements  them  all  with  a 
symphathetic  desire  to  help  those  who  desire  to.  help  themselves*  He  has  faith  in 
men  and  they  have  faith  in  him*  What  a  rare  gift  it  is  to  have  a  mind  capable  of 
self  discipline  and  training  and  to  possess  the  quality  that  invites  confidencel 

The  work  of  Andrew  Boss  in  the  Experiment  Station,  the  College  of  Agriculture, 
and  in  the  field  has  given  him  high  rank  among  those  who  know  him*  It  does  not  mat¬ 
ter  whether  they  are  professors,  students,  or  farmers,  they  all  hold  him  in  the  same 
high  regard*  He  is  the  master  of  his  own  destiny,  a  wise  teacher,  a  counselor  of 
understanding  and  sympathy*  He  has  been  given  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Agriculture 
in  recognition  of  the  eminent  service  he  has  rendered  a  great  industry*  He  merited 
this  recognition,  but  it  added  nothing  to  his  influence  or  his  comprehension*  When 
the  history  of  agriculture  of  Minnesota  is  written.  Dr.  Andrew  Boss  will  be  given 
the  enviable  position  as  one  of  its  great  leaders*  He  will  occupy  that  place  because 
he  comprehends  the  value  of  research  to  that  great  industry;  because  he  knows  the 
value  of  knowledge  and  proper  training  to  students;  because  he  knows  the  practical 
farm  problems  and  how  to  meet  them;  and  because  he  knows  the  farmer  and  is  in  sym¬ 
pathy  with  the  farmer^  job* 

Annual  Dinner  of  American  Society  for  Animal  Production  -  December  1,  1929 


DR.  ANDREW  BOSS  ILL  IN  WASHINGTON 

Dr*  Andrew  Boss,  vice  director  of  the  experiment  station  at  the  University 
of  Minnesota  College  of  Agriculture,  is  seriously  ill  today  in  a  hospital  at  Wash¬ 
ington,  where  he  went  Saturday  to  attend  the  annual  meeting  of  delegates  from  land 
grant  colleges  and  universities.  He  was  attacked  Monday  night  by  a  stomach 
hemorrhage  in  his  hotel  room,  and  almost  •unconscious  when  found*  His  condition  today 
was  pronounced  the  best  since  his  attack  Monday*  It  was  said  that  he  may  be  able  to 
leave  the  hospital  in  10  days*  Mrs*  Boss  arrived  in  Washington  today* 

Minneapolis  Journal. 
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PROFESSOR  ANDREW  BOSS 


THE  AGRARIAN  -  1930  * 


PROFESSOR  AEDREU  BOSS,  who  has  been  continuously  connected  with  the  Department 
of  Agriculture  for  more  than  forty  years,  is  a  native  of  Minnesota.  He  was  born  and 
reared  near  Lake  City  on  a  farm  where  he  sensed  the  alluring  adventures  and  drank  in 
the  beauties  of  the  wide  open  spaces  bordering  the  JAississippio  He  also  tasted  of 
the  arduous  toil  and  the  self  denial  which  were  the  common  lot  of  all  who  determined 
upon  a  victorious  pursuit  in  an  agriculture  just  emerging  from  the  pioneer  stage* 

His  Scotch  parents,  strong  of  heart  and  capable  in  di scipline a  guided  a  large  house¬ 
hold  of  boys  and  girls  with  conscientious  justice  toward  such  objectives  as  moral 
rectitude  and  power  of  sustained  effort  in  both  physical  and  mental  toil. 

Therefore,  when  Andrew  Boss  came  to  University  Farm  to  enroll  in  the  School  of 
Agriculture,  he  was  properly  tempered  for  the  tasks  of  the  class  room  and  for  making 
a  handy  man  of  himself  in  the  barns  and  fields  as  a  student  laborer.  Consequently 
when  he  was  graduated  his  services  were  sought  and  by  almost  imnerceptible  gradations 
he  became  a  part  of  the  bone  and  sinew' 'of  the  Department  of  Agriculture. 

Professor  Boss  was  particularly  blessed  by  his  rich  associations  with  Willet 
H.  Hayes,  an  outstanding  pioneer  in  plant  breeding.  Professor  Hayes  was  a  man  of 
vision  and  he  had  intrepid  faith  in  the  *hltimate  victory  cf  a  worthy  cause.  His 
ideas  were  born  faster  than  he  could  nourish  them  and  hence  he  was  constantly  calling 
for  help.  He  found,  in  Professor  Boss  an  ideal  helper,  for  he  could  follow  Hayes 
as  he  developed  his  ideas,  but  more  important  still,  he  could  follow  up  and  mold 
these  ideas  into  an  orderly  procedure  and  head  them  toward  concrete  achievements. 

Out  of  his  relations  with  Hayes  there  undoubtedly  developed  in  Professor  Boss  his  un¬ 
usual  powers  of  self  education  and  his  sound  conception  of  research  procedure.  The 
Hayes  influence,  plus  his  farm  experience,  plus  his  innate  qualities  of  mind  made 
of  him  a  pioneer  in  certain  lines  of  agricultural  instruction  and  research,  notably 
in  animal  husbandry  and  farm  management.  Professor  Boss  outlined  and  taught  the 
first  course  ever  offered  in. dressing  and  curing  meats;  also  the  first  course  in  the 
study  of  farm  machinery  that  was  ever  offered  by  any  institution  in  the  United  States 
These  two  courses  were  first  offered  in  the  School  of  Agriculture  in  the  fall  and 
winter  of  1891  -  94. 

-  •  •  • 

One  could  hardly  be  closely  associated  with  a  man  like  Professor  Hayes  without 
being  an  agronomist.  Although  Professor  Boss  has  been  an  active  leader  in  animal 
husbandry  and  farm  management,  it  is  not  too  much  to  say  that  as  an  educator  and 
research  worker  he  has  always  been  fortified  by  sound  agronomic  ideas.  After  all, 
what  better  undergirding  can  an  animal  husbandman  have  than  a  thorough  understanding 
Of  the  crops  which  must  be  produced  if  adequate  animal  growth  and  finish  are  to  be 
attained?  No  direct  application  within  the  realms  of  animal  husbandry  has  made  a 
greater,  if  as  great,  contribution  to  the  spread  of  livestock  in  Minnesota  as  has 
the  discovery  and  introduction  of  adapted  varieties  of  grain,  hay  and  pasture  crops. 
Where  would  we  be  in  our  animal  husbandry  without  such  varieties  of  corn  as 
Minnesota  13  and  Minnesota  No.  25  and  without  Grimm  alfalfa?  In  bringing  forth  and 
distributing  these  and  other  varieties  of  crops,  Professor  Boss  has  had  no  little 
part.  He  has  made  a  significant  and  lasting  contribution  to  the  agronomy  of 
Minnesota. 

The  activities  of  Professor  Boss  in  animal  husbandry  and  farm  management  are 
stories  within  themselves.  Pioneers  like  him  and  Munford  of  Illinois,  who  caught 
the  significance  of  an  understanding  of  the  economic  factors  involved  in  both  crop 

*  Pages  18  -  19.  This  Year  Book  of  the  Agricultural  School,  1930,  was  dedicated 

to  Professor  Andrew  Boss. 


and  animal  production,  saved  the  agricultural  experiment  stations  from  much  unbal¬ 
anced  thinking* 


5hs  men  living  who  have  as  much  organized  knowledge  of  American  agriculture  as 
coun^ed  on  *ke  fingers  of  one  hand.  How  appropriate,  therefore,  is  it 
that  he  be  in  active  directorship  of  our  experiment  station  at  the  present  time* 


Speaking  of  Minnesota  crops  with  which  he  had  to  do,  the  crop  that  really  makes 
the  heart  of  Professor  Boss  glow  is  the  crop  of  younger  men  who  in  school,  college 
and  experiment  station  have  studied  and  worked  with  him  and  who  reflect  the  high 
standards  and  ideals  which  he  has  always  steadfastly  maintained* 

—  W.  C*  COFFEY 


UNIVERSITY  OF  MINNESOTA 
MINNEAPOLIS 


June  11,  1935  * 

My  dear  Mr.  Boss 

It  is  with  deep  regret  that  I  shall  be  unable  to  attend  the  exercises  held  in 
your  honor  on  the  Farm  Campus  on  Friday.  I  know  only  too  well  how  inadequate  the 
tributes  which  any  of  us  may  pay  you,  will  be. 

I  have  Just  looked  over  the  record  of  your  career  at  the  University;  it  reports 
nearly  four  decades  of  faithful  work;  it  shows  your  academic  progress  and  profession¬ 
al  advancement  step  by  step;  it  lists  your  publications  and  your  membership  in  var- 
ious  scientific  and  honorary  societies;  to  those  who  read  it  in  years  to  come,  it 
will  be  impressive;  to  us  who  know  you  personally,  it  is  the  bare  skeleton  of  a  life 
that  has  been  rich  in  endeavor,  fruitful  in  experience,  and  impressive  in  accomplish¬ 
ments.  Records  are  not  endowed  with  common  sense;  records  never  register  personal 
esteem  and  public  confidence;  records  never  estimate  the  value  of  a  man's  work.  We 
treasure  you  for  your  common  sense,  your  personal  charm,  your  public  interest,  and 
the  value  of  your  achievements. 

With  high  regard  for  the  contributions  you  and  Mrs.  Boss  have  made  to  the 
University  particularly,  I  am  ,  . 


Very  sincerely  yours, 

(Signed)  L.  D.  Coffman 

_  „  President 

Professor  Andrew  Boss 

University  Farm  _ 

Saint  Paul,  Minnesota 

r  *  i  .  « v\.  •*  *.*r  l  .  ■ 


•  Andrew  Boss  reached  the  retirement  age  of  68  in  1935,  but  was  held  on  the  staff 
for  another  year,  actually  retiring  in  1936* 
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UNIVERSITY  OF  MINNESOTA 
_  -  Graduate  School 

Minneapolis 

Office  of  the  Dean  j^mo  3.2,  1935 

I  am  not  entirely  free  from  a  certain  embarrassment  as  I  write  an  inadequate 
word  of  appreciation  of  Professor  Andrew  Boss,*  I  imagine  I  hear  his  quiet  voice 
murmuring  protests  against  putting  him  in  the  spotlight*  But  the  mild  voice  that 
has  changed  or  guided  the  development  of  so  much  in  the  State  of  Minnesota  in  the 
past  forty  years  is  silenced  today  by  the  chorus  of  gratitude  and  appreciation  that 
comes  from  within  the  University  and  from  beyond  it  in  the  state  and  nation.  Nothing 
in  your  protests,  Andrew  Boss,  will  prevent  our  saying  to  you  in  the  capital  letters 
of  abiding  friendship  that  in  every  relation  in  which  we  have  touched  you  or  you  us 
we  have  found  you  with  reserves  that  go  beyond  adequacy  as  an  educator,  administra¬ 
tor  and  friend*  The  unaffected  simplicity  with  which  you  have  made  your  record  and 
your  place  in  the  life  of  the  Commonwealth  is  assurance  of  their  solidity  and  per¬ 
manence  in  its  history. 

Sincerely, 

(Signed)  Guy  Stanton  Ford 


Dear  Professor  Boss: 

You  will  soon  come  to  the  close  of  your  active  service  to  the  Department  of 
Agriculture  and  the  University*  To  be  out  of  that  service  will  doubtless  seem 
strange  to  you  and  even  more  strange  to  us*  With  you  out  of  the  active  line-up, 
the  Department  will  be  much  different  for  me  and  needless  to  say  more  exacting  and 
more  difficult.  , 

I  wish  there  were  words  with  which  I  could  adequately  describe  the  nature,  ex¬ 
tent  and  value  of  your  capable  and  loyal  service  to  the  institution  and  to  me  since 
I  have  become  connected  with  University  Farm.  It  has  been  said  that  it  is  not  poss¬ 
ible  adequately  to  pay  a  very  capable  educator  for  his  service*  I  believe  this  to 

be  true*  I  also  think  it  impossible  to  make  an  adequate  record  of  the  services  of 

a  person  who  has  contributed  as  much  as  you  have  to  our  institution.  I  think  I  am 
conscious  of  some  of  the  gaps  in  it  which  to  the  end  of  time  will  remain  unfilled 
in  your  case. 

There  has  always  been  a  willingness  on  your  part  to  lay  aside  personal  desires 
and  plans  for  the  work  of  the  hour  in  the  institution.  No  one  can  put  the  full 
significance  of  this  in  a  story  of  your  record* 

No  job  ha3  teen  toueh  811(1  distasteful  for  you  to  tackle  if  it  seemed  as  though 

it  should  be  done.  At  this  point  there  is  sure  to  he  a  big  gap  in  the  record. 

Your  faith  in  agriculture  and  the  rural  folk  of  Minnesota  has  been  confident 
3nd  constant.  This  faith  has  been  the  bulwark  of  strength  not  only  for  you  hut  for 
the  Department  of  Agriculture  as  well.  In  the  turmoil  of  disturbing  conditions  when 
most  of  us  have  been  wont  to  ask  what  it  is  all  about,  you  have  calmly  placed  your 
hope  in  the  stability  and  outcome  of  the  people  on  the  land*  You  have  been  able  to 
grasp  the  significance  of  rural  people  to  civilization  and  the  elementary  importance 
of  land  in  a  civilized  state.  At  this  point  there  will  be  a  gap  in  the  written 
record. 


University  Farm 
St.  Paul,  Minnesota 
June  23,  1936 


«  «fv  f  n*  v  I  e.  in  -mu  »  b  cw.  $ 
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Tour  power  for  creative  thinking  has  been  recognized  and  happily  it  has  been 
also  acknowledged*  But  it  is  only  long  after  a  man’s  time  that  true  appraisals  of 
bis  creative  thinking  can  be  made*  I  imagine,  however,  that  here  again  there  will 
be  a  gap  in  the  final  record.  You  have  swung  through  such  a  wide  orbit  in  our  in¬ 
stitution,  handling  animal  husbandry,  agronomy,  farm  management,  and  finally  the 
experiment  station,  directing  here,  counseling  there,  that  your  creative  thinking 
cannot  be  disentangled  and  separated  out  from  the  thinking  of  others*  And  so,  un¬ 
avoidably,  another  gap. 

All  of  us  know  that  YOU  ARE  A  PEER  IN  CHARACTER  BUILDING.  Over  and  over  as  I 
travel,  not  only  in  Minnesota,  but  wherever  I  go,  inquiry  is  made  about  you  by  men 
who  by  their  manner  of  asking  indicate  that  you  have  been  a  wholesome  influence  in 
their  lives.  To  be  such  an  influence  over  men  as  you  have  been  and  still  are  is  a 
tremendous  responsibility,  but  in  the  end,  a  great  satisfaction.  The  record  at  this 
point  will  have  a  gap  which  will  be  lessened  by  the  heart  glow  you  will  enjoy  by 
reflecting  on  the  manner  and  extent  of  your  entry  into  the  lives  of  many  young  men 
who  have  risen  to  posts  of  important  service  and  responsibility. 

I  wish  in  terns  of  deepest  gratitude  to  thank  you  for  coming  into  my  own  life. 

I  realize  how  loyally  you  served  since  I  came  to  the  state,  but  to  me  you  have  never 
been  a  servant.  To  me  our  relationship  has  been  on  an  infinitely  higher  plane.  I 
have  looked  up  to  you  because  your  stature  warranted  it.  You  have  lived  in  my  heart 
as  an  inspiring  counselor  and  friend.  Although  you  are  passing  out  of  active  service 
there  is  no  abatement  in  my  desire  for  a  continuance  of  our  friendship  and  fellowship. 
May  they  abide  uninterrupted  until  the  final  chapter  of  life  closes  for  the  one  or 
the  other  of  us. 

My  dear  friend,  there  will  be  gaps  in  the  recorded  account  of  your  career,  but 
may  there  be  no  gaps  for  you  in  the  day  by  day  adventure  of  life.  Thus  far  I  am 
certain  either  that  they  have  not  been  or  they  have  been  few  and  far  between.  For 
you  I  think  retirement  merely  means  redirection.  I  wonder  if  I  may  be  the  first  to 
congratulate  you  on  your  new  program  whatever  it  may  be? 

Most  sincerely  yours, 

(Signed)  W.  C.  Coffey 

Dean  and  Director 


Citation  Given  by  University  of  Minnesota  at  Time  of  Retirement  in  1936 


UNIVERSITY  OF  MINNESOTA 
-  TO  . 

ANDREW  BOSS 

IN  RECOGNITION  OF  YDUR  LONG  AND  DISTINGUISHED  SERVICE 
TO  THE  UNIVERSITY  OF  MINNESOTA  AND  TO  TEE  STATE,  THE  SENATE  OF  THE  UNIVERSITY, 
THE  PRESIDENT  AND  THE  BOARD  OF  REGENTS  PRESENT  THIS  CERTIFICATE  AND  EXPRESS 
THEIR  GRATITUDE,  ESTEEM  AND  AFFECTION.  YOUR  NAME  IS  ALREADY  ON  THE  ROLL 
OF  HONOR  OF  THOSE  WHO  AS  TEACHERS  AND  ADMINISTRATORS  HAVE  CONTRIBUTED  TO 
TEE  DEVELOPMENT  OF  A  GREAT  UNIVERSITY,  HAVE  ENRICHED  THE  LIVES  OF  COUNTLESS 
STUDENTS  AND  THROUGH  Tffi&I  TEE  LIFE  OF  THE  COMMONWEALTH.  YOU  HAVE  KSTRVKTn 
THE  UNIVERSITY  NOTABLY  AND  WELL  ASj 


FARM  FOREMAN  1890 

INSTRUCTOR  IN  AGRICULTURE  1892 

ASSISTANT  PROFESSOR  OF  AGRICULTURE  1894 

ASSOCIATE  PROFESSOR  OF  AGRICULTURE  1902 

PROFESSOR  OF  AGRICULTURE  AND  ANIMAL  HUSBANDRY 
ACTING  CHIEF,  DIVISION  OF  ANIMAL  HUSBANDRY  1905 

PROFESSOR  OF  AGRICULTURE  AND  FARM  MANAGEMENT  1909 

CHIEF,  DIVISION  OF  AGRONOMY  AND  FARM  MANAGEMENT  1909 
CHIEF,  DIVISION  OF  FARM  MANAGEMENT,  AGRONOMY  1926 

AND  PLANT  GENETICS 

VICE  DIRECTOR,  AGRI CULTURAL  EXPERIMENT  STATION  1917 


to  1892  * 
to  1894 
to  1902 
to  1905 

to  1909 
to  1926 
to  1926 
to  1928 

to  1936 


GIVEN  IN  MINNEAPOLIS  IN  THE  STATE  OF  MINNESOTA  TEE  FIFTEENTH  DAY  OF  JUNE  IN 
THE  YEAR  OF  OUR  LORD  ONE  THOUSAND  NINE  HUNDRED  AND  THIRTY-SIX. 

President:- 


DR.  AND  MRS.  BOSS  CELEBRATE  GOLDEN  REDDING 
Pioneer  Press,  Sunday,  Dec.  21,  1941 

Dr.  and  Mrs.  Andrew  Boss  celebrated  their  fifieth  wedding  anniversary  at  the 
home  of  their  daughter  and  son-in-law,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Spencer  Cleland,  last  Monday. 

Dr.  Boss  was  formerly  chief  of  the  agronomy  division  at  University  Farm  and  vice 
director  of  the  state  experiment  station.  He  is  widely  known  for  his  books  on  farm¬ 
ing  and  for  the  practical  training  he  gave  to  students  at  the  University. 


They  have  long  lived  in  St.  Anthony  Park  in  Sts  Paul  and  have  taken  an  active 
part  in  the  community  life.  Mrs.  Boss  has  not  been  well  for  some  time,  but  Dr.  Boss 
is  in  good  health.  Part  of  this  he  attributes  to  the  fact  that  he  learned  to  not 
eat  when  he  was  indisposed  from  his  study  of  animals. 

Without  doubt  there  are  few  men  who  have  had  as  much  influence  on  the  department 
Of  agriculture  of  the  University  of  Minnesota  over  as  long  a  period  as  Dr.  Boss  has 
had.  Dean  Coffey  was  brought  to  Minnesota  on  his  recommendation  and  the  present 
acting  dean.  Dr.  Clyde  H.  Bailey,  was  one  of  his  "hoys". 

Dr.  Boss  first  began  work  at  University  Farm  as  an  associate  of  W.  M.  Hays,  one 
of  the  first  prominent  plant  breeders  in  America,  who  was  the  originator  of  Minnesota 
No.  13  corn,  which  was  really  famous  before  prohibition  days,  although  it  did  become 
more  widely  known  then  as  the  source  of  the  famous  "Thirteen"  bootleg  whiskey.  From 
that  time  he  has  been  an  active  influence  in  keeping  the  institution  closely  in  line 
with  actual  farm  practice  and  he  is  responsible  for  the  farm  management  service  in 
which  the  University  cooperates  in  keeping  the  actual  records  of  farms  and  makes 
suggestions  for  the  most  efficient  management,  for  which  service  where  the  groups 
have  been  organized  the  individual  farmer  pays  a  small  monthly  fee.  From  this  work, 
now  in  charge  of  Mr.  Cleland,  much  important  information  on  practical  farm  management 
has  come.  I  am  sure  the  farmers  of  Minnesota  would  all  be  glad  to  join  in  congratu¬ 
lations  to  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Boss  and  wish  them  many  more  happy  years,  which  they  both  so 
richly  deserve. 


*  This  date  of  1890  appears  to  be  an  error.  Other  records  indicate  that  he  was 
appointed  foreman  following  his  graduation  in  April,  1891.  He  was,  however,  em¬ 
ployed  at  University  Farm  during  the  time  he  was  a  student  and  during  the  summer  1890 

S.B.C. 
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FORTY  FRIENDS  VISIT  MR.  .AND  MRS.  ANDREA  BOSS  TO  CELEBRATE  THEIR  SILVER  WEDDING. 

December  15,  1916 


MORE  THAN  FORTY  OF  THE  FRIENDS  OF  MR.  AND  MRS.  ANDREW  BOSS  surprised  them  by 
a  visit  on  the  twenty^fif th  anniversary  of  the  wedding  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Boss  last 
Friday*  Nearly  all  who  attended  have  known  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Boss  since  their  marriage. 


MY  BEST  GIRL 
By 


Through  joys  and  through  pleasures, 
Through  sorrows  and  tears. 
You  have  faithfully  coddled  me 
Twenty-five  ye  sirs. 

With  firm  hand  you*ve  stayed  me 
When  puffed  with  success. 
With  kind  words  encouraged  me 
When  I*ve  "been  depressed. 

(Uncle  Andrew  presented  Aunt 
poem  on  the  occasion  of  their 


Andrew  Boss 

In  glad  recognition  ' 

My  dear  wife,  to  you 
This  token,  I  offer 

Of  my  love,  not  now« 

To  you  may  it  mean 

More  than  ever  before, 
Cause  I  am  going  to  love  you 
Twenty-five  moreJ 


Eva  with  -a  diamond  ring  and  the  above  original 
Twenty-fifty  wedding  anniversary.  -  Florence  Anding) 


Statement  of  Dean  Bailey  in  presenting  Professor  Boss  for  an  honorary  degree, 
University  of  Minnesota  Commencement  Exercises,  June  16,  1945 

*  Mr*  President,  I  have  the  honor  to  present  to  you  and  to  this  audience 
Professor  Andrew  Boss* 

Andrew  Boss  was  born  in  Minnesota  and  his  entire  life  has  been  spent  in  this 
state*  It  is  difficult,  Mr.  President,  to  separate  the  personal  life  of  Andrew  Boss 
from  his  life  as  a  servant  of  the  University,  for  his  period  of  active  service  ex¬ 
tended  over  an  interval  of  53  years  —  a  record  surpassed  by  no  other.  He  was  grad¬ 
uated  from  the  School  of  Agriculture  of  the  University  of  Minnesota  in  1891,  and 
immediately  was  appointed  to  the  position  of  farm  foreman  at  the  Agricultural  campus. 
In-1936  he  retired  as  professor  emeritus,  but  returned  to  active  duty  fcr  most  of 
1944  to  fill  a  position  of  responsibility  that  had  been  vacated  by  a  member  of  staff 
who  was  overseas  with  the  Army.  In  the  intervening  years,  covering  more  than  half 
a  century,  Andrew  Boss  enlarged  his  sphere  of  influence  and  service.  Successively 
as  instructor,  assistant  professor,  associate  professor,  professor,  and  acting  chief 
of  the  Division  of.  Animal  Husbandry,  professor  and  chief  of  the  Division  of  Agronomy 
and  Farm  Management,  professor  and  chief  of  the  Division  of  Farm  Management,  Agronomy, 
and  Plant  Genetics,  and  as  vice-director  of  the  Experiment  Station,  his  understanding 
of  the  problems  that  faced  Minnesota  agriculture  and  his  faith  that  they  could  be 
met  only  through  the  application  of  science  and  research,  have  left  an  impression 
upon  the  development  of  agriculture  in  this  state  that  can  never  be  erased.  Above 
all,  his  human  qualities,  his  sympathy  for  the  men  and  women  who  make  a  living  from 
the  soil,  and  his  unceasing  interest  in  every  program  that  looks  toward  betterment 
of  rural  life  and  living,  make  him  outstanding.  All  of  this  is  evident  in  the  eager¬ 
ness  with  which  his  advice  is  sti_l  sought  and  in  the  honors  that  have  come  to  him, 
in  the  state  and  throughout  the  nation  as  well* 

_ Recognizing  all  of  these  qualities  and  contributions,  the  Regents  of  the  Univew-' 

•ity  of  Minnesota,  on  recommendation  of  the  faculties,  have  voted  that  there  should 
be  conferred  upon  Andrew  Boss  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Science,  honoris  causa. 
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UNIVERSITY  OF  MINNESOTA 
Minneapolis  14 


Office  of  the  President 
Copy  of  diploma 

Andrew  Boss 


Native  Minnesotan  and  pioneer  in  agricultural  development,  whose  life-long 
devotion  to  the  science  and  art  of  agriculture  has  made  him  an  outstanding 
ef°TTl  scholar»  administrator,  whose  stimulating  influence  has 
inspired  students  and  colleagues  alike;  research  worker  whose  insight  and 
“ins  Jave  ®nficJed  the  fields  of  animal  husbandry,  agronomy,  and  farm 
advS^t  outstanding  citizen,  whose  undeviating  purpose  has  been  the 

f  1  fTTmal  llfS;  andvabove  311  else,  loyal  and  faithful  staff 
member  of  the  University  of  Minnesota  for  fifty-three  years  —  upon 

ati£nWn?°^*  ?ffents  of  the  University  of  Minnesota,  on  recommend- 
,^,he  ffculties,  confer  the  degree  of  DOCTOR  OF  SCIENCE,  honoris 
causa,  with  all  the  rights  and  privileges  pertaining  to  that  degriiT 

June  16,  1945 


ANDREW  BOSS 

1867-1947 

historveo?f^m^St  °UtStflding  CEreers  in  Putlic  ^rvice  to  Agriculture  in  the 
^ua^  iSJ10VaS  trou^at  t0  a  close  *7ith  the  death  of  Andrew  Boss  on 

January  13th,  1947,  Born  and  reared  on  a  Minnesota  farm  he  entered  the  Minnesota 

abilitv°Ld5iir1tUre-i\1889  graduated  with  its  second  class  in  1891,  His 
d  1fdus^r3r  in  his  student  days  won  for  him  the  position  of  University 

tal894  i  y  f aiua‘iOT*  "as  appointed  assistant  agriculturalist 

SL  chiefo?  £*  CWef/f  *he  airtSi™  °f  a-sbanSy.  rislO  he  wIf 

Vwf  di^Sl0n  °f  Agronomy  and  Farm  Management  (later  Agronomy,  Farm 
Management  and  Plant  Genetics).  In  1918  he  was  appointed  Vice  Director  of  thfL- 

newlv  creatJSr  StJti,on#  1711611  the  fara  management  work  was  transferred  to  the 

reliLS  ^  d  d^vi310a  of  Fara  Management  and  Agricultural  Economics  in  1928  he  was 
reiieved  of  routine  administrative  work  in  the  division  in  order  to  devote  more  tlL 

divisiorTuntil  his  STlT*  He  3tiU  -»«“*  *  teach  in  Z  Z 

ef  tl  w  'l  /I  t  retirement  in  1936,  thus  rounding  out  more  than  40  years 

UaiveSv  of^n6  ?  J  College  of  Agriculture  and  the  Graduate  School  of  the 

University  of  Minnesota.  He  was  called  back  to  active  duty  for  most  of  1944  to  serve 

Btperi"el“  Stati“  -  ■*'  of  the  staff  *as  on 

■Andr^BoK  n@C?Idf  ^  extended  series  of  letters  after  the  name 

1  trU®  h®  did  n0t  have  the  formal  credits  required  for  the  con- 
have^aS  degrees  but  it  was  not  a  secret  that  he  could  without  difficulty 

fifilda  Td  distincti0n  the  final  examinations  for  the  highest  degree  in  s=ve'-al 

l  5“*  °f  f0rmal  schoolinS  did  not  mean  lack  of  education  in  hlf  case?  nls 
of  LT7  d'3frees’  a  Doctor  of  Science  from  Kansas  State  College  in  1927  and  a  Doctor 
r  U;iVer3it^  of  Minnesota  in  1945,  recognized  JthS  t^n  Sded  to Z 
•tature  as  a  teacher,  research  worker,  administrator,  public  servant  and  citizen. 
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A  charter  member  of  the  American  Farm  Economic  Association  and  a  guiding  spirit 
in  its  formative  days,  he  served  as  president  in  1915.  His  contributions  to  this 
journal  cover  the  span  of  years  from  1911  when  his  first  article  appeared  in  the 
proceedings  to  1945  when,  on  invitation  of  the  editor,  he  presented  a  most  stimulat¬ 
ing  historical  review  entitled  "Forty  Years  of  Farm  Cost  Accounting  Records# 

The  contributions  of  Andrew  Boss  to  agricultural  science  were  so  diverse  and 
varied  as  to  be  astounding  in  an  age  of  narrow  specialization.  He  achieved  mastery 
in  several  distinct  fields.  He  took  an  active  part  in  initating  crop  breeding 
research.  He  was  a  pioneer  in  organized  research  in  farm  management  and  in  develop¬ 
ing  courses  in  this  field.  He  developed  the  first  courses  in  the  country  in  both 
meats  and  farm  machinery.  The  American  Society  of  Animal  Production  recognized  his 
contribution  by  having  his  portrait  hung  in  the  Saddle  and  Sirloin  Club  of  1929.  He 
was  active  in  organizations  to  improve  agriculture  and  a  member  of  many  scientific 
professional  and  honorary  societies.  His  list  of  publications  is  long  and  impressive. 
Eis  books  include  an  early  text  in  farm  management  end  four  texts  (with  colleagues) 
for  agricultural  high  school  use.  Retirement  did  not  mean  inactivity  as  shown  by 
the  fact  that  a  comprehensive  text  "Farm  Management:  Principles  and  Practice,"  of 
which  he  was  senior  author,  was  in  press  at  the  time  of  his  death. 

Perhaps  the  most  striking  characteris^tic  of  Andrew  Boss  was  his  ability  to  find 
the  key  problems  of  agriculture,  to  organize  research  to  solve  them,  and  then  to 
bring  the  solution  into  practical  use.  He  was  ever  alert  for  new  problems.  Ee  knew, 
as  few  others  did,  how  most  effectively  to  organize  the  methods  of  scientific  re¬ 
search  to  solve  these  problems.  TThat  is  even  more  significant  was  his  rare  talent 
in  visualizing  how  the  solution  fitted  into  the  farmer’s  program.  He  a  faculty 
for  translating  the  technical  terminology  of  science  into  the  vernacular  and  exper¬ 
ience  of  the  men.  on  the  farm  in  a  way  which  led  to  acceptance  as  sound  practice 
ideas  which  might  otherwise  have  been  dismissed  as  "book  learning".  Ho  man  was  so 
constantly  in  demand  as  a  speaker  at  farmers’  meetings  and  certainly  none  commanded 
a  wider  farmer  acquaintance  or  more  universal  respect  among  them. 

His  long  fruitful  life  included  service  in  a  wide  range  of  activities  with 
governmental  and  private  agencies.  He  helped  reorganize  the  farm  management  work  of 
the  Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics.  He  was  the  state  director  of  the  Agricultural 
Adjustment  Administration,  Seventh  District,  at  the  time  of  his  death.  Eis  local 
church1 and  its  state  organization  honored  him  with  elections  to  the  highest  positions 
within  their  power.  He  was  president  of  the  local  bank  in  his  community  and  was 
prominent  in  many  civic  and  community  activities.  He  saw  clearly  that  society  needs 
good  men  as  well  as  scientific  knowledge  and  did  his  full  share  in  developing  and 
inspiring  leaders. 

The  high  esteem  in  which  the  community  held  Andrew  Boss  is  evidenced  by  the  fact 
that  the  three  daily  newspapers  of  Minneapolis  had  editorials  regarding  him  when  the 
news  of  his  death  was  reported.  One  of  these  commented  "the  truly  grand  old  man  of 

Minnesota  agriculture  is  gone."  It  also  noted  that  "what  will  be  missed  most  is  the 

stimulation  which  he  always  spread.  Even  at  79,  he  was  young-minded  and  inspiring." 

Another  editorial  said  "the  death  of  Dr.  Boss  has  taken  from  Minnesota  a  man  of 

vision  for  the  future  and  a  background  which  cannot  be  replaced  readily."  The  third 
appropriately  concluded  that  "his  death  ends  a  fruitful  career  of  farm  leadership 
and  service  which  could  be  match  by  few  of  his  contemporaries." 

Those  of  us  who  worked  with  him  (no  one  ever  worked  under  him  for  he  was  ever  a 
leader,  not  a  driver)  will  miss  his  wise  and  friendly  counsel.  Our  relations  with 
him  were  primarily  personal,  and  secondarily  official.  Always  unselfish  and  self-  ^ 
effacing  his  efforts  were  unceasingly  devoted  to  the  development  and  advancement  oi 
his  associates*  Gifted  with  a  retentive  mind  few  of  the  thousands  of  students  and 
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colleagues  ever  forgot  him.  His  memory  will  long  he  a  source  of  encouragement  and 
inspiration  for  the  host  of  fellow  workers  and  former  students  who  were  privileged 
to  share  his  acquaintance. 

These  lines  about  Abraham  Lincoln  by  Edwin  Markham  were  used  as  a  part  of  the 
funeral  sermon  because  they  apply  so  well  to  Andrew  Boss: 

The  color  of  the  ground  was  in  him;  the  red  earth; 

The  smack  and  tang  of  elemental  things; 

The  rectitude  and  patience  of  the  cliff, 

The  goodwill  of  the  rain  that  loves  all  leaves; 

The  friendly  welcome  of  the  wayside  well; 

The  courage  of  the  bird  that  dares  the  sea; 

The  gladness  of  the  wind  that  shakes  the  corn; 

The  pity  of  the  snow  that  hides  all  scars* 

He  held  his  place— 

Held  the  long  purpose  like  a  growing  tree 

Held  on  through  blame  and  faltered  not  at  praise. n 

,  (Article  by  George  A.  Pond  and  0.  B.  Jesness 

and  printed  in  Farm  Journal  of  Economics.) 

Journal  of  Farm  Economics. 

1947 


ANDREW  BOSS 

The  truly  grand  old  man  of  Minnesota  agriculture  is  gone.  Dr.  Andrew  Boss, 
who  died  yesterday,  was  certainly  the  most  beloved  of  all  the  graduates  of  the 
school  of  agriculture  and  probably  the  most  outstanding  as  well. 

He  was  active  in  almost  every  movement  which  had  as  its  goal  the  progress  of 
farming.  He  was  kindly,  fair  and  judicious-minded.  He  spoke  thoughtfully  and  all 
over  the  nation  agricultural  leaders  listened  to  him  and  took  his  counsel. 

What  will  be  missed  most  is  the  stimulation  which  he  always  spread.  Even  at  79, 
he  was  young-minded  and  inspiring.  He  was  full  of  energy  and  broad  vision.  Yet  he  i 

gave  great  attention  to  details.  The  well  kept  yard  of  his  St.  Paul  home  was  evidence 
Oi  tu&t 9 

In  every  comity  of  the  state  are  lasting  memorials  to  Dr.  Boss.  They  are  the 
farm  homes  which  are  finer  places  because  he  preached  and  practiced  the  science, 
management  and  culture  which  have  advanced  agriculture* 

One  of  the  last  links  with  real  pioneering  Minnesota  is  lost.  The  state  is 
poorer  now  with  his  passing,  but  it  is  vastly  richer  for  his  having  livedo 

•  _  -  *  Editorial  in  Minneapolis  Star 

January  14,  1947 
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UNIVERSITY  OF  MINNESOTA, 
Minneapolis 

.  r 

Office  of  the  President 


Dear  Mrs.  Cleland: 

Your  father,  Dr.  Andrew  Boss,  stands  as  a  towering  figure  in 
the  growth  and  greatness  of  the  University  of  Mi?mesota. 

On  the  agricultural  side,  he  was  powerful  pioneer. 
Generations  of  students  will  "be  saddened  to  learn  of  your 
loss——  and  I  am  sure  that  Dr.  Eoss’s  friends  and  associ¬ 
ates  in  the  University  staff  would  wish  me  to  convey  to 
you,  to  your  mother  and  your  family,  the  deep  appreciation 
and  sympathy  of  the  whole  University. 

It  was  not  the  privilege  of  Mrs.  Morrill  and  myself  to  know 

Dr.  Boss,  hut  even  the  most  prsfunctory  study  of  the  history 
of  the  University  attests  to  his  leadership  in  its  develop¬ 
ment.  I  share  most  genuinely  in  respect  and  admiration  for 
his  distinguished  career.  ! 

With  all  good  wishes. 

Sincerely, 

(Signed)  J.  L.  Morrill 
President 


January  15,  1947 

Mrs.  S.  3.  Cleland 
2090  Commonwealth  Avenue 
St.  Paul,  Minnesota 


feebleer?  tdi  lo  eoilSO 
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CARICATURES  IN  TERSE 
TO  DR.  ANDREW  BOSS 


We  do  not  know  thee,  Andrew  Boss. 

But  since  the  earliest  of  days. 

It  seems  the  farmer's  gain  or  loss 
Has  hinged  upon  thy  yeas  and  nays. 

Thou  sittest,  it  appears,  in  state. 
Somewhere  about  our  College  Farm, 
Proclaiming  corn  will  ripen  late 
Or  hail  will  do  the  wheat  no  harm. 

Dost  thou  with  freckled  neck  and  ears, 

In  overalls  and  rusty  boots, 

Pronounce  thy  judgments  down  the  years 
Or  dost  thou  go  for  business  suits? 

Perhaps  thou  dost  make  compromise, 

Lest  farm  and  city  look  askance, 

And  give  thy  counsel  gravely  wise 
In  puttees  topped  by  riding  pants. 

Whatever  clothes  thou  wearest,  sir, 

Ihou  canst  not  change  our  long  impression 
That  thou  with  Vulcan  dost  confer 
Or  march  with  Zeus  in  grand  procession. 

We  think  of  thee  as  mounted  high 
On  some  prize  bull  of  mien  majestic. 

With  pitchfork  lifted  to  the  sky 
And  trailed  by  animals  domestic. 

We  think  of  thee  in  triumph  marching 
With  trumpetings  across  the  land 
They  glance  enough  to  cause  the  parching 
Of  verdant  fields  on  every  hand. 

But  this  we* 11  say  for  thee,  0  Doctor, 
Thou  art  no  prophet  of  despair. 

One  word  from  thee,  our  farmer's  proctor, 
And  prospects  brighten  everywhere. 


Anonymous 
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